
 

 

 

Unit numbers shown in parentheses 
  
Officers 

President – Jim Stewart (7) 
Vice President – Kathleen McCaughey (5) 
Secretary – Larry Dragan (23) 
Treasurer – Charles Ewing (14) 
 

Board Members 

Paul Baumgartner (4) 
Andrea Edmonds (7) 
Stan Davis (10) 
Martin Kirk (23) 
Heidi Komkov (8) 
Phil Krehbiel (14) 
Larry Layne (7) 
Claudia Mitchell (5) 
Arthur Romero (7) 
Randy Tripp (18) 
Terry Walker (11) 
Cathy Yandell (3) 
 

Committee Chairs 

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) –  
     Phil Krehbiel 
Communications & Publications Committee  
     (C&P) – Claudia Mitchell 
Community Service & Membership  
     Committee (CS&M) – Cathy Yandell 
Covenant Support Committee (CSC) – 
     Stan Davis 
Environment & Safety Committee (E&S) –   
    Kathleen McCaughey 
Finance Committee (FC) – Charles Ewing 
Governance Committee (GC) -- Kathleen 
McCaughey 
IT Committee (ITC) – Heidi Komkov 
 

Editor, The GRIT 

Claudia Mitchell 
 

Office Staff 
Lead Administrator – Trish Lovato 
Administrator – Anna Levchuk  
 

SHHA Office  

12700 San Rafael Avenue NE, Ste. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87122 
Office Hours: Mon–Thurs, 9 AM–4 PM 
                               Fri, 9 AM–noon 
 

Closed on federal holidays. 
 

Phone: 505-797-7793 
Website: www.sandiahomeowners.org 
Email: shha@sandiahomeowners.org

 

Message from the President, October 2025 
Jim Stewart 

 
Howdy Neighbors, 
 
There has been significant interest among our neighbors regarding the 
PNM substation application with the BernCo Planning Commission (PC). 
A public hearing was held on September 4th, where PNM presented 
their application. Although the application was only for the substation's 
siting, there was considerable concern among residents about PNM’s 
proposed routing of the high-voltage transmission lines along Tramway 
Boulevard. This route would place the lines in the right-of-way between 
the multi-use trail and the roadway, passing very close to many of our 
homes. 
 
Many of your neighbors and I attended the hearing and were afforded 
the opportunity to address the PC regarding our concerns. As a result, 
the PC issued a continuance on the decision until December 3rd, with 
guidance to PNM that it engage with SHHA on the proposed Tramway 
route. To focus the SHHA’s efforts, your board has created a special 
committee to work with Bernalillo County, PNM, and you. We will keep 
you posted. 
 
As I reflected on this past month, I felt I must extend a huge thank you 
to everyone who made the 22nd Annual Sandia Heights Art Tour a re-
sounding success. This beloved tradition, held on September 6th and 
7th, was a testament to the incredible talent and creativity right here in 
our community. Neighbors and visitors alike enjoyed the unique oppor-
tunity to meet our local artists, tour their studios, and experience the 
diverse and inspiring artwork that makes our community so special. It 
was a wonderful way to connect and a fantastic celebration of our vi-
brant neighborhood. 
 
Once again, I am asking that you consider volunteering for the SHHA 
Board of Directors or one of our various committees. This would be an 
opportunity to use your skills, meet fellow residents, and directly influ-
ence the decisions that affect our property values and quality of life. 
Your participation is key to keeping SHHA a thriving community, and we 
welcome your energy and ideas. 
 
Remember, our website at www.sandiahomeowners.org is full of infor-
mation, and our office staff (Trish and Anna) are available at  
office@sandiahomeowners.org. You can easily contact the appropriate 
committee chair directly, with your questions, comments, and sugges-
tions, under the "contact" tab on our website homepage. Of course, 
you can also reach me at my email, president@sandiahomeowners.org. 
I promise you will receive a response. 
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Thinking of Burning Yard Trimmings?          

DON’T DO IT! 

By The Environment and Safety Committee 

 
Although we’ve had a few rain showers and cooler tem-
peratures recently, please remember that open burning 
in Sandia Heights remains unsafe and generally not per-
mitted. 
 
The Open Burning Regulations for the Unincorporated 
Areas of Bernalillo County outline strict requirements, 
including that no burning is allowed within 50 feet of 

any structure, shed, house, commercial building, com-

bustible material, or vegetation.  
 
Given the density and combustibility of vegetation in 
Sandia Heights, this requirement cannot be met any-
where in our community. In addition, the regulations re-
quire you to call the Burn Hotline at (505) 468-7200 be-
fore any burn. 
 
For the safety of your home, your neighbors, and our 
community, please refrain from open burning. 
 
 “Open burning” means the combustion of any sub-
stance which is not confined in a device having control-
lable fuel/air mixture capable of achieving nearly com-
plete combustion, and from which combustion prod-
ucts are discharged into the open air without passing 
through a stack, duct, chimney, or vent. 
 
 

The GRIT EDITOR NEEDED: 

Join in the history of The GRIT 
Editor, The GRIT 

 
Do you love to read The GRIT? Do you look forward to 
receiving it each month to check out the informational 
and entertaining articles? Do you love to learn about 
new things? Write? Can you spot a misspelled word at 

100 yards? Do you have Word layout skills? Or at least, 
could you work with someone who does? Would you 
like to have a hand in the development of our commu-
nity newsletter? Want to join the lineup of The GRIT edi-
tors (known and unknown) so that this venerable publi-
cation can continue? 
 
If you browse The GRIT archives on our website, you can 
watch the editorial lineup beginning apparently with 
Ben Abruzzo writing a 2-page mimeographed commu-
nity letter in May 1979. In 1984 the first editor cited in 
the masthead of a now 6-page missive is Judy Harris. 
Her name appears over the next six years as the news-
letter evolves into sixteen pages appearing every other 
month. The editor’s eyeshade was passed in early 1990 
to Sherry Lombana who continued to develop the paper 
through mid-1993. Lee Miner edited for a couple of 
months, then Andrew Patten took over in Nov 1993. In 
June 1995, Carolyn Hindel took the helm for about 5 
years. Starting in 2001, it appears that the office staff 
might have taken the responsibility of editing and pro-
ducing The GRIT—no editor is named in the masthead. 
The archived record is imperfect, but it appears that The 

GRIT was not published monthly until 2008. In 2018 Su-
san MacCasland (see The GRIT photo Sept 2024) began 
her editorship and continued for five and a half years 
until Feb 2024 when she held my hand as I learned the 
ropes of the job. 
 
My Sandia Heights Homeowners Association (SHHA) 
board term ends at the annual meeting February 2026 
and at that time I will no longer be serving as The GRIT 
editor. I am putting out this early call for a replacement 
so that I can provide on-the-job guidance just as Susan 
did. You would also get support from competent staff 
in the SHHA office and members of the Communica-
tions and Publications Committee. Will it take your time?  
Yes, especially around the deadline of the 10th of each 

month. But you will meet great folks in the community, 
become part of something greater than yourself, plus 
derive a certain satisfaction when you see your work in 
print, knowing that you have joined a line of The GRIT 
literary lights. 
If you are interested in the editor position or have ques-
tions, please email: 
anna.levchuk@sandiahomeowners.org and she will for-
ward to me.  
 
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bernco.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FOpen-Burning-Brouchure-REV-2-18.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67877ccd4b454fd0a4e308dde9d9a99c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638923843254722579%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=560W6g3CPCkFhSrUMbKNMJzr2nGyB4KRgj7rrEXrTQM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bernco.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FOpen-Burning-Brouchure-REV-2-18.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C67877ccd4b454fd0a4e308dde9d9a99c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638923843254722579%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=560W6g3CPCkFhSrUMbKNMJzr2nGyB4KRgj7rrEXrTQM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:anna.levchuk@sandiahomeowners.org
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Wildfire Preparation in Sandia Heights:  

A Call to Action 
By David N. Jenkins, SHHA Environment & Safety 

Committee (ESC) 
 

On Saturday evening, July 12, 2025, the wind carried 
wildfire smoke into Sandia Heights. The smell was 
strong enough to bring neighbors into the street 
searching for flames. Someone called 911, but dispatch 
had no information about a nearby fire. That evening, 
the danger turned out to be distant. The experience 
was a sobering reminder: by the time we smell smoke 
from a local fire, it may already be too late. 
 
We all know wildfire is a real possibility here. At our April 
SHHA Wildfire Preparedness Seminar, presenters from 
Bernalillo County Fire & Rescue, Emergency 
Management, Sheriff’s Dept, and Sandia Heights 
Services shared practical guidance on how to prepare 
for a wildfire emergency. The ESC organized 
informational tables on go-bags, vegetation 
management, evacuation planning, and—critically—
home hardening against embers. I presented a simple, 
inexpensive method for hardening home vents against 
embers—the leading cause of wildfire home ignitions. 
Although the seminar room was full, it represented less 
than 5% of Sandia Heights residents. So how ready are 
we for a wildfire? 
 
It is clear that protecting just one home is not enough. 
Wildfire can ignite homes in three ways: 1) Direct flame 
contact, 2) Radiant heat, 3) Airborne embers. 
 
The specific risk depends on location. Fire experts 
describe three hazard zones: wildlands, the wildland-
urban interface (WUI), and urban areas. Sandia Heights 
has all three. In the first two zones, natural vegetation 
is the main fuel. But in our “urban” areas—where 
houses are close together—the homes themselves 
become the fuel. Recent fires in Los Angeles, Lahaina, 
and Los Lunas show how quickly this can escalate. 
 
We cannot assume fires will only start in the forest or 
arroyos. A house fire in the denser parts of Sandia 
Heights could quickly spread to neighbors by flames or 
radiant heat. With homes only 10 feet apart, all three 
ignition causes are in play. 
 
Research shows that 50–90% of homes ignite from 
airborne embers, not direct flames. Airborne embers 

are especially dangerous, traveling far beyond direct 
flames. A single house fire can send embers a mile away, 
sparking new blazes and overwhelming fire crews. This 
is why vent protection is critical—it can mean the 
difference between a contained house fire and a 
neighborhood-wide disaster. 
 
My April presentation showed how to do it: 
Spend about $40 at the hardware store. Set aside 4–5 
hours with a ladder, wire mesh, and basic tools. Cover 
every open vent and pipe on your roof. 
 
It’s simple, cheap, and could give firefighters precious 
time to contain flames before they spread. But one or 
two protected homes are not enough. If the house next 
door is burning, my vent screens won’t save me. Units 
need to act together for this to be effective. What can 
we do? 
 
• DIY now – Instructions and photos are posted on the 

SHHA website. 
• Team up – Neighbors can pool resources, hire a 

handyman, and cover multiple homes at once, 
ensuring consistent quality and better pricing. 

• Stay prepared – Review evacuation plans, clear 
vegetation, and keep a go-bag ready. 
 

For more than 50 years, our fire departments have 
successfully managed single-structure fires. But their 
resources are quickly strained when multiple homes 
ignite at once. The best protection we can give 
ourselves and our firefighters is to reduce ember risk 
across the neighborhood. 
 
Protecting vents, reducing fuels, and planning ahead 
may be the difference between a bad day and the loss 
of an entire community. Visit the SHHA website for vent 
protection instructions and wildfire readiness 
resources. 
 
The 2025 Palisades-Eaton fires in Los Angeles are rele-
vant to a large, multi-structure fire in Sandia Heights:  
https://www.pbs.org/video/weathered-inside-the-la-
firestorm-l31r0b/  
 
Links on the SHHA and the ESC website: 
Wildfire Seminar | Sandia Heights Homeowners Associ-
ation 
Are you Wildfire Ready? 
HardenYourHomeRoofVents - David Jenkins 

https://sandiahomeowners.org/information/wildfire-seminar/default
https://sandiahomeowners.org/information/wildfire-seminar/default
https://www.sandiahomeowners.org/association/committees/environment-safety-committee
https://sandiahomeowners.org/storage/app/media/uploaded-files/PART%204%20250730%20Harden%20Your%20Home%20Roof%20Vents%20DIY%20Instructions.pdf
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Helpful Contact Magnets Available at 
the Office. 

Sandia Heights Homeowners Association 
(505) 797-7793 

  

office@sandiahomeowners.org 

https://www.sandiahomeowners.org/ 
 

For dues-paying SHHA members, they provide 

discounted tram tickets, community events, 

book of contractor reviews, notary services, The 

GRIT newsletter, member directory, and more.  

For all residents, they provide covenant and 

architectural enforcement, plus coordination 

with local officials on fire safety, traffic, and 

other resident concerns. 

Address: 12700 San Rafael Ave. NE, Ste.3 

Sandia Heights Services 
(505) 856-6419 

After-hours emergency: 
505-888-5336 

Provides water, sewer, trash and recycling 

collection. 

Sandia Heights Security 
Office: (505) 856-6347         
Mobile: (505) 263-4654 

For a monthly security fee, separate from SHHA 

membership, provides neighborhood patrol, 

special watch for homeowners on vacation, 

assistance with lost pets, suspicious activity 

reports, etc.  Residents can call to see if they have 

security membership. 

Emergency Police/Fire/Rescue 
Emergency: 911 

Bernalillo County Sheriff 
Non-Emergency: (505) 798-7000 

NM Gas Co. 
Emergency: (505) 697-3335 

PNM 
Outage & Emergencies: (888) 342-5766 

Bernalillo County Animal Care Services 
and Lost & Found Animals 

(505) 314-0281 or (505) 468-7387 
https://www.bernco.gov/animal-care-

services/lost-found-animals/ 

Bernalillo County 
Roads/Snow/Misc: (505) 848-1503 

Announcements & Notices 

• Office hours: Mon – Thur 9 AM - 4 PM. Fri 9 AM – 12 PM 

• All property owners, regardless of SHHA membership, must 
submit an online or physical ACC application before starting any 
work that changes the exterior of their property. 

• Notary services (for members) are by appointment only, Tue-

Thur.  Call or email the office to schedule.  Documents should 

already have lines for the notary signature block.  

• Discounted Tram Passes (for members) are sold in the SHHA Office 

for $10.00 per ticket. Only checks and credit cards are accepted. 

Check availability on the SHHA website, then come to the office 
to purchase. Passes are non-refundable and non-exchangeable. If 
the Tram closes, passes remain valid for 30 days 
https://www.sandiahomeowners.org/tram-pass-availability 

• Physical Contractor Evaluation Binders are available to view for 

free in the SHHA office. Members can also add their positive or 

negative reviews on our website using the “Contractor Evaluation 

Form.” 

• Board Meeting: The next Board meeting will be held at the SHHA 

office on Oct 8th, 2025, at 6:00pm. 

• Office Closures for Holiday(s): Oct 13th. 

August Calls to Sandia Heights Security Patrol 
Latest statistics since the last GRIT 

August 2025 # of 
calls 

August 2025 # of 
calls 

Alarms 6 Pet Nuisance 1 

Animal Control Assist 1 Salesman Complaint 1 

Customer Assist 5 Special extra Patrol 2 

Customer Inquiry 1 
Special request/ 

Vacation 
105 

Lost/ Found Person 2 Speeding Vehicle 1 

Lost/ Found Pet 2 Suspicious Activity 3 

Neighbor Dispute 1 Suspicious Person 8 

Newspaper/ Package 

pickup 
22 Suspicious Vehicle 9 

Noise Complaint/ 

Suspicious Noise 
1 Wildfire report 4 

Open 

Door/Window/Garage 
2   

Total: 192 

mailto:office@sandiahomeowners.org
https://www.sandiahomeowners.org/
https://www.bernco.gov/animal-care-services/lost-found-animals/
https://www.bernco.gov/animal-care-services/lost-found-animals/
https://www.sandiahomeowners.org/tram-pass-availability
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Thanks from the Sandia Heights Artists and a 

Call for Members 
Claudia Mitchell, VP Sandia Hts. Artists 

 

How many people does it take to put on the annual San-
dia Heights Artists Tour? Hmm…taking a quick count: 
forty-three artists, their families and friends, eleven 
generous local sponsors, and hundreds of visitors!  
 
With the help of all those parties, the Sandia Heights 
Artists held their twenty-second studio tour on Septem-
ber 6 & 7. Enjoying the perfect weather, a record num-
ber of visitors followed the watermelon pink signs to 
the fourteen sites to view and purchase the variety of 
original art displayed by our local artists. From all re-
ports at this writing, many artists had their most suc-
cessful tour ever, and a good time was had by all. Many 
folks now have some new art to enhance their homes, 
to wear, and to give as gifts. And the La Mesa Arts Acad-
emy has some additional funding for their programs. 
    

 
 

Everyone had fun, browsed and bought some wonderful art dur-

ing the 22nd Annual Sandia Heights Artists Tour, Sept 6-7. But 

no one had as much fun as Bram Cantrall-Mintzer, the son of 

resident, Chris Cantrall and Casey Mintzer, and The GRIT edi-

tor's dog, Archie. 

The Sandia Heights Artists want to express their sincere 
thanks to the sponsors and to all who came to support 
the tour. Now, after a brief rest, we will start planning 
and artmaking for next year. 
 
The Sandia Heights Artists Tour organization is open to 
all residents of Sandia Heights. If you are interested in 
joining as a participating artist, as a non-participatory af-
filiate member, or perhaps a non-artist host, you can 
contact the organization at  
www.sandiaheightsartists.com and utilize the contact 
button.  We would love to have you. 
 
 

REMINDER: 2026 Cover Photo Contest:  

Deadline is Near! 

 
Don’t forget to submit your photos for the annual cover 
photo contest. The winning photo will be on the cover 
of the 2026 Sandia Heights Resident Guide and Direc-
tory, and the photographer will be acknowledged. Sub-
ject matter must reflect something unique about living 
in Sandia Heights. Submission deadline is November 7, 

2025. 

 
Submission criteria are as follows: 
 

• You may submit up to three photos 

• You must be a member of the Sandia Heights 
Homeowners Association, and you must be an 
amateur photographer 

• Photos must be uniquely related to the Sandia 
Heights area 

• Photos must fit reasonably on the cover without 
loss of the composition 

• Photos must be in color and may be submitted 
digitally to office@sandiahomeowners.org or as 
a hardcopy print to the office (hardcopy entries 
may be picked up at the office after the contest 
period.) 

• The resident must submit a statement that the 
photograph is an original, taken by the home-
owner, that they are not a professional photog-
rapher (i.e. in business as a photographer), and 
that they grant permission to SHHA to use their 
photo(s) in the Directory or on the SHHA web-
site and GRIT newsletter 

 

http://www.sandiaheightsartists.com/
mailto:shha@sandiahomeowners.org
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ACC Activity Log 

Summary of Approved Projects since the last GRIT: 

3 Sandia Heights 
Dr 

install flush mounted roof solar panel 
system 

9 Eagle Nest Dr 1) install new tan TPO roof; 2) repair 
parapets to existing color 

10 Sandia Heights 
Dr 

construct new single-family home 

16 Juniper Hill Lp install new condenser unit 

54 Rock Point Pl re-stucco, update exterior color 

63 Pinon Hill Pl replace panes in large windows, slid-
ing patio door 

102 Juniper Hill Pl re-roof 

120 Juniper Hill 
Rd 

replace 3 garage doors using Over-
head Garage Door Company 

166 Juniper Hill 
Rd 

1) re-stucco entire home and fence; 
2) replace roof with TPO; 3) repaint 
trim & garage doors 

177 Big Horn 
Ridge Dr 

replace failing roof shingles and 
flashing with dark brown shingles, 
dark brown flashing 

203 Spring Creek 
Dr 

replace current HVAC with 8 unit 
mini-split, units not visible from out-
side 

376 Juniper Hill 
Rd 

paint all stucco and trim 

513 Roadrunner 
Ln 

install electric vehicle charging con-
nector at exterior near garage, per-
mitted with Bernalillo County 

625 Blackhawk Dr 1) replace 2 sliding glass doors on sec-
ond floor; 2) replace balcony decking 

726-19 Tramway 
Vista Dr 

replace mailbox with USPS-approved 
black lockable mailbox 

938 Bobcat Blvd re-roof 

979 Antelope Ave 1) replace windows; 2) replace patio 
sliding doors 

990 Lynx Lp repaint fascia, window trim, garage 
doors in dark brown to match exist-
ing color 

1004 Tramway Ln repaint metal framing, trim, exterior 
doors, window frames across entire 
exterior 

1103 Marigold Dr re-stucco entire home 

1158 Laurel Lp re-roof with tan colored TPO 

1483 Morning 
Glory Rd 

remove creeping juniper from north 
side of home 

2304 Calle de Ra-
fael 

replace 2 windows 

2434 Tramway 
Ter 

install new gates 

2748 Tramway Cir replace swamp cooler on ground and 
install on roof with proper screening 

2866 Tramway Cir re-roof with tan colored TPO 

11107 Bobcat Pl install 25 module 10.5 kWdc rooftop 
solar system 

12613 Colony Pl re-stucco exterior in x-23 aspen base 
200 

 

 
Community Events Bulletin Board 

These groups are not sponsored by SHHA. Infor-

mation is provided to keep residents informed. 

 

Come play with us at the Duke City Bridge Club! 

Bridge uses playing cards to solve puzzles while 
providing a lively social community. Hundreds of 
thousands of people the world over have found a 
lifelong passion playing bridge. For lessons and 
games for players of all levels, call 505-271-2877, 
email dcbcbridge@gmail.com, or visit  
www.dukecitybridge.com 
 
 

Sandia Heights “Cork & Fork” Dining Activity:  
A bimonthly informal dinners group. Each small 
dinner group is typically 6–8 people, including the 
hosts. The host decides the menu theme and pre-
pares a main dish, with attendees contributing to 
some part of the meal—along with wine to go with 
their dish. The emphasis is on food and fun rather 
than formal elegance. Those most dinners are 
smaller, there are two whole-group dinners during 
the year. All adult Sandia Heights residents are wel-
come. To inquire or join any time of year, call Rene 
Kessel at (505) 504-3886 or email at 
rene.kessel@cblegacy.com 

mailto:dcbcbridge@gmail.com
http://www.dukecitybridge.com/
mailto:rene.kessel@cblegacy.com
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Do You Take Care of Your P.U.P. ? 

Claudia Mitchell, Editor, The GRIT 
 
Many of you, dear readers, are dog owners, as I am. We 
faithfully walk our four-legged charges rain or shine, ex-
cess heat or cold. In short, we take care of our pup’s 
needs, and we conscientiously and consistently 
P.U.P.—Pick Up Poop. 

 
But, alas, it never fails that we see, repeatedly, the evi-
dence that many folks do NOT take care of their P.U.P. 
We nearly step in it (or occasionally, DO step in it), steer 
our dog around it, and generally abhor it. 
 

               
 
This is not a new problem. I researched GRIT back issues 
using the index on our website. Since 2015, I found arti-
cles about dog poop in 15 issues. 2015 must have been 
the pivotal poop year since in that year the articles de-
tected by the index began, and the citation of the Ber-
nalillo County Ordinance regarding pet waste (then, 
No.88-16 Section VI-E; currently, Article V, Sec.6-54) was 
published word-for-word in FOUR issues! Poop must 
have hit critical mess. 
 
I want to share with you the highlights of my poop re-
search in The GRIT. 
 

• In April 2017, Jo Ann Hamlin wrote an article entitled 
“Just Not Enough Time” after she was out walking 
her dog in brand new shoes. Yep, she stepped in it. 
She thought maybe folks were in too much of a hurry 
to take the time to pick up the poop. She disproved 
this idea by doing a detailed time-study concluding 
that it took 36 seconds, including opening the bag 
and tossing it into her trash. So much for no time for 
P.U.P.-ing.  

• In the June 2017 issue, the article’s title was a startling 
revelation: “There is no Poop Fairy.” That was the 
name of the then-current Bernalillo County educa-
tion program on why folks should P.U.P. Although I 
found the links to the info were no longer functional, 

I did see a sign on Cougar Loop recently (see photos). 
Here is the link Stormwater & Pet Waste - Public 
Works to some interesting factsheets about our river 
including this information: “About 20 percent of the 
bacteria in the river comes from our pet dogs. It 
doesn’t break down in our dry climate; it just waits 
for the rain.”  A tip of the hat to that Cougar loop res-
ident. 

 

 
 

• In another April issue from 2020 (Perhaps April is 
when folks are taking longer walks with their 
pooches?) there was an anonymous article entitled: 
“Dog Poop Trivia” in which the author explained the 
cumulative effect of not picking up poop. And I 
quote: “Dog poop is not a natural part of the environ-
ment. In addition to being unsightly, runoff from dog 
waste can impact water quality. A rough estimate is 
there are 1000+ dogs living in Sandia Heights. That 
would be about one dog in 50% of the homes. An 
online article estimates the average dog produces 
about ½ pound of poop per day or about 3.5 pounds 
per week. For our neighborhood, that translates into 
nearly 2 tons of dog waste per week! Even if this over-
estimates the number of dogs in Sandia Heights, cut 
it in half, and we are still handling tons of poop!” 
Hmm…if only 5% of people do not P.U.P., that is a 
passel of poop. 

 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
…continued on page 12 

https://www.bernco.gov/public-works/public-works-services/water-wastewater-stormwater/stormwater/stormwater-pollution/stormwater-pet-waste/
https://www.bernco.gov/public-works/public-works-services/water-wastewater-stormwater/stormwater/stormwater-pollution/stormwater-pet-waste/
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…continued from page 11 

• In the May 2021 issue Nancy Haubrich wrote: “Dog 
Don’ts and a Thank you” in which she stated: “There 
seem to be a couple of false beliefs by those who 
don’t clean up. Belief #1: There is a poop fairy. Fact: 
there still isn’t one. Belief #2: Someone else can pick 
up your dog poop. Fact: It’s an unpleasant job, and 
even those of us who walk our own dogs don’t enjoy 
it; why should we want to pick up YOUR dog’s poop? 
Even worse, how do you think a non-dog owner feels 
about picking up your dog’s poop from their yard? It’s 
as much fun as cleaning someone else’s toilet.” To il-
lustrate her point, she inserted a photo of a piles of 
poop at a specific corner, saying that this person 
seems to have “believed in the poop fairy for a LONG 
time.” 

• And finally in the May 2022 issue an article reprinted 
with permission from Jefferson County Colorado park 
ranger, Spencer McKee, noting he found a poop bag 
every 466 feet on a popular Colorado trail. He noted 
that bags are unsightly and not cool, but it is even 
more not cool to leave the poop unbagged. I checked 
out the link he provided explaining why canine excre-
ment is so particularly bad for the environment. It 
stated that cow feces are mostly grass and is consid-
ered a great low nitrogen all-around fertilizer. But 
dogs eat mostly meat products, and the make-up of 
their poop is very different being more acidic, and 
higher in nitrogen. It is NOT fertilizer. It also contains 
more microbes and more pathogens (including E. Coli 
and Salmonella) and parasites dangerous to humans 
and other dogs. 
 
Why all this history of hoopla about P.U.P. even unto 
the present? It seems to be common knowledge that 
it is esthetically and environmentally loathsome. What 
is the solution? A poop patrol? Poop bag dispensers on 
every corner? Even at W.L. Jackson Park, where there 
IS a bag dispenser, we still come upon poop in the lush 
grass waiting for you or your kid to step in—ugh! 
 
In conclusion I want to quote Nancy Haubrich from 
her May 2021 article. I could not say it better. “The ma-
jority of us dog owners DO use doggie bags, and we 
want to remind you that we care about our neighbor-
hood, our health, and our New Mexico ecology. We 
expect the same from you.” I suppose that all we can 
do is plead for folks to take care of their P.U.P. Do any 
of you have solutions? If so, please email the editor c/o 
anna.levchuk@sandiahomeowners.org. Anna will for-
ward it on to me and I will happily publish your idea. 

Trash Pickup on Tramway, October 25th 

 

Meet at SHHA office at 8:30. Garbage bags provided 
but bring your gloves! The more the merrier, and as al-
ways, free O'Bean's coffee afterwards. 

 

 
Our SHHA Volunteers maintain this section of road 

 

Know Your Zone (Which County Zoning Ordi-
nances Apply to You and Your Neighbors?)  

Stan Davis, Chair, Covenant Support Committee 
 

Unincorporated areas of Bernalillo County are divided 
into 14 Zones, and Sandia Heights contains 4 of them. 
Appendix A of the County Code of Ordinances is all 
about “Zoning,” and can be found online here: 
https://library.municode.com/nm/bernalillo_county/ 
codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=BECOCO_APX-
AZO. (In case the website address were to change, you 
can also search on “Bernalillo County Code of Ordi-
nances”).  
 
In Appendix A, if you scroll down to Section 6, “Zones,” 
you will see a listing of all the Zone types. Sandia 
Heights comprises 4 different Zones: R-1 “Single-Family 
Residential,” R-2 “Apartment,” C-1 “Neighborhood 
Commercial,” and A-1 “Rural Agricultural”. 

 
…continued on page 14 

mailto:anna.levchuk@sandiahomeowners.org
https://library.municode.com/nm/bernalillo_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=BECOCO_APXAZO
https://library.municode.com/nm/bernalillo_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=BECOCO_APXAZO
https://library.municode.com/nm/bernalillo_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=BECOCO_APXAZO
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…continued from page 12 

The Covenant Support Committee (CSC) receives com-
plaints, some of which may be violations that are ad-
dressed by County ordinances. Because the CSC does 
not ordinarily submit complaints to the County on be-
half of residents, homeowners should be aware that 
they can submit complaints, even anonymously, to the 
County themselves (see The GRIT, April 2025, “How to 
Submit a Formal Complaint to Bernalillo County”). How-
ever, homeowners should also be aware in which 
County Zone they reside so they can be sure to read the 
correct ordinances. The ordinances are described in Ap-
pendix A, starting with Section 7. 
 

 

Do you know your Zone? A nice, visual way to find out 
your Zone is to go online to (or Google) Bernalillo 
County’s GIS Overview page, where scores of different 
maps can be found.  On the left hand side, near the bot-
tom, select GIS and Maps/Map Gallery . There are many 
interesting options here, but the first one, “Advanced 
Data Viewer”, will display a map, and you can zoom in 
as far as you would like to. The figure illustrates an ex-
ample map centered around lower San Rafael Avenue, 
and has some of the available “layers” turned on. The 
background colors show different County Zones. Each 
colored zone has a small-font white label as well.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice that all 4 Zone types present within Sandia 
Heights show up within this single map extent. Notice 
also that “single-family” “stand-alone”-type houses can 
be present in all these Zones, even for R-2, A-1 & C-1 
Zones, despite what their names say. Coloring maps by 
Zones is helpful for immediately illustrating where 
County Right-of-Way Setbacks along the roads are lo-
cated, because they will not be colored. You will also no-
tice that it’s entirely possible the neighbor behind you, 
next door to you, or even across the street may be in a 
different Zone from you. 
 
Other layers have been selected for display on the map 
in the figure, including County roads and easements. 
One layer that is not turned on, in part because it covers 
up the Zone labels, is “BC Special Use Permits”: there 
are many areas in Sandia Heights that have S-U permits. 
The County has informed me that generally, for residen-
tial areas, these permits were obtained to change Set-
back rules; otherwise, ordinances for the underlying 
Zone type usually apply.  
 
When submitting a complaint to the County (or simply 
calling them on the phone with inquiries), the Zoning 
person should be able to quickly determine if your prop-
erty is located within a S-U Permit area, but it’s useful 
for you to know that in advance. If you would like to ex-
periment more with this GIS mapping site, a tutorial is 
available under “Help” in the upper-right corner to help 
get you up to speed.  
 
 

 
Bernalillo County’s map gallery page features 15  

different live, interactive maps.
 

Covenant Violations as of  
August 30, 2025 

 

Received: 6    Open: 14     
Closed: 5  (1-unshielded lights, 1-white roof, 

1-elm tree, 1-parked car, 1-trash cans) 

https://www.bernco.gov/planning/gis-overview/
https://www.bernco.gov/planning/gis-overview/map-gallery/
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The Beauty and Challenge of Chamisa 
Elizabeth Edgren & Gerard DelMonte, Residents 

 
Two voices, one from 40 years ago and one from today, 
address the beauty and challenge of our ubiquitous 
chamisa. First, from the October 2005 The GRIT, SHHA 
Board member Mark Boslough, says: 
 
“This is the time of year when our chamisa are at their 
best. Also known as rabbit brush, their yellow blossoms 
rival the beauty of the colorful aspen of the high country 
and the golden cottonwoods of the bosque.  
 
“Unfortunately, … in addition to smelling like sweaty 
gym socks, they block the view along some of our road-
ways when they get too bushy. According to Bernalillo 
County Ordinance Code Section 66-225(c), adopted in 
1988, it is the homeowner's responsibility to maintain 
the setback area and all plantings therein, including 
chamisa. …[n]ow is the time to make sure that the 
chamisa along the road adjacent to your lot is not creat-
ing an unsafe obstruction to drivers.” 
 
Current resident Gerard Del Monte refreshes Mr. 
Boslough’s encouragement: “Corner Lot Owners - Clear 
Your Sightlines! One of the attractions of living in Sandia 
Heights are our rolling, winding roads that conform to 
the topography, not cut into straight lines like some 
cookie-cutter suburban development. However, that 
means sightlines for both drivers and pedestrians can 
be impeded, and it is surprising how quickly traffic can 
suddenly appear from around a corner or popping over 
a hill (or both!). 
 
“With shorter days and darker mornings, and with 
school well in session, corner lot owners (and those on 
a curve) will contribute to everybody’s safety by cutting 
back or even eliminating taller bushes and other growth 
at intersections.” 
 
 

Can YOU do the ShMoMA? 
Claudia Mitchel, VP, Sandia Heights Artists 

 
And what the heck is the ShMoMA, you may ask? Does 
it take special equipment, lessons, knowledge of tricky 
dance steps, or a secret handshake? Nope! It is very 
easy—you just drive or stroll over to Little Cloud Park 
and check out the east side of the entrance. There it is 

in plain sight: ShMoMA, “Sandia Heights Museum of 
Mutual Art.” This small-scale free art gallery is a little 
vortex of community creativity and connection, where 
you can take a piece of art and, if you wish, you can 
leave one, too.  
 
Established in 2021 by Eric Guenette, a dedicated mem-
ber of the Sandia Heights Artists and his friend Brian, 
the gallery is a similar concept to little free libraries, but 
instead of books, it offers original artwork created and 
shared by local artists. Eric, his wife Holly and their pup, 
Ditto now reside in Portugal, but his idea and spirit is still 
here with this little icon. It was recently restored by San-
dia Heights Artist Sharon Arendt and is kept up by the 
Sandia Heights Artists.  
 
 This charming, small scale outdoor gallery invites pass-
ersby to take a piece of art they love, leave a piece of 
their own, and/or simply enjoy the evolving display. 
From miniature paintings and mixed media works to 
handcrafted ceramics and tiny sculptures, each visit 
brings something new. It’s not just a gallery—it’s a cel-
ebration of creativity, generosity, and community spirit.  

 
ShMoMA is open to everyone, and you are warmly en-
couraged to participate. Whether you contribute your 
own work, that of your child, or discover the talents of 
others, this grassroots project connects neighbors 
through the universal language of art. As the gallery 
continues, it reflects an artistic miniature mosaic of San-
dia Heights, one tiny piece at a time. 

 
So, go ahead. Do the ShMoMA!  
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“Hey, what is this pink flamingo doing 

in MY pond?” 

 

Resident Mick Rich took this photo 

with this comment, “It has been many 

summers finding evidence of a visitor 

to our pond. Upturned pond plants 

and our fish missing. This summer we 

found the culprit complete with 

soaked and dripping fur.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


