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| Sandia Mountain Coalition Tp
Intervene In Pueblo Claim Trial

by Jack Walker - Sandia Mountain Coalition, Co-Chair

isn't it ironic that the citizens of
Albuquerque just approved a 1/4 percent sales tax
increase to acquire more open space, when they
may be on the verge of losing 10,000 acres of
sandia Mountains to the Pueblo of Sandia and don'’t
seem to care? On December 10, 1996 in
Washington D.C., U.S. District Judge Harold Greene
denied the Department of Justice’s motion to dismiss
the Pueblo’s land claim suit based on jurisdictional
and statute-of-limitations arguments. Therefore, the
Pueblo will have its “day in court” to plead its
motion for a “summary judgment” which requests
that all land from the present Pueblo (east) to the
crest of the mountain be transferred to the U.S.
Department of the Interior in trust for the Pueblo.
As aﬂyou probably know, this includes the La Luz
Trail, juan Tabo Picnic area, the stone house, Piedra
Lisa Trail all the way to Placitas, Sandia Peak Tram,
Crest House and countless beautiful hiking and
cross-country ski trails, waterfalls and streams.
Included within the claim are private homes in
Sandia Heights North, Tierra Monte and Evergreen
Hills, as well as public National Forest land, a
national wilderness area created by the U.S.
Congress, and a state game preserve.

The good news is that the decisions deter-
mining the fate of Albuquerque’s mountain will not
be made in a vacuum by faceless names from
Washington, who have never seen our magnificent
open spaces. On February 21, 1997, Judge Greene
approved petitions by the Sandia Mountain
Coalition (SMC) and Bernalillo County to intervene
in the case, concluding that both organizations had
sufficient interest to “justify a seat at the table.”
Therefore, settlements cannot be made which would
go against the SMC without their concurrence.

See SMC’S MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS in this issue!!

The SMC is made up of both lovers-of-the-
mountain and homeowners who are committed to
the motto —Tfie Mouncain Belongs to Everyone.
Because of the efforts of these local citizens, the
SMC has been very effective 1o date in determining
the facts, communicating them to the Government
and influencing the administrative decisions deny-
ing the Pueblo’s claim. It is anticipated that the
Coalition will continue to Elay a major role as the
dispute moves through the courts. To add more
interest and intrigue to this saga, a new study (not
yet released) by the Forest Service provides evi-
dence of fraudulent documentation that may signifi-
cantly influence the outcome of the case.
Nevertheless, the Pueblo has retained high-powered
lawyers and lobbyists to use whatever legal and
political means necessary to argue their position in
the courts, Congress and the White House.

Things are in a very critical stage now and
the case should be moving rapidly. There may be a
light at the end of this long tunnel! The SMC wel-
comes your input on what would constitute an
acceptable settlement. Since our much needed attor-
neys are expensive, contributions to the Coalition
are badly needed to help continue our fight on
everyone's behalf. We have recently issued a
request to landowners in the disputed area asking
for $200 more per lot. This would be added to the
$600 per lot contributions made by members since
the Pueblo filed suit in 1994. Neighbors in Sandia
Heights South and others who want fo maintain
access to our beautiful mountain are asked to con-
sider 2 $50 (or more) donation to this crucial cause.
It should be noted that the Sandia Soaring
Association of hang gliders have joined the New
Mexico Hiking Club as supporters of the SMC.

Continued on pagei4...

Directory
, is Heading
to Press in July.

Once again the Sandia Heights
Homeowners Association is publishing its
popular directory address book of all Sandia
Heights residents for the men}bersh.lp.
Perhaps you would be interested in placing
an ad for your business in our new 1997-98
Directory, which will include an updated
map centerfold, and is scheduled for mail-
ing to about 1500 households by August.
We can accommodate your existing Grit
ads to fit the Directory sizes shown in the

box to the left. Call 856-1868 for detail
Deadline for all camera-ready art to the
editor is June 30th.

10am
7834 Tennyson St

Vst on Tramway ferrace from
Tramway Bivd. Noith on Tennyson.

Volumieers nesded fo serve
refreshiments and sign in attendees!
Flease call the SHHA office
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SHHA Defines lts Policy
on Home Businesses

By Anne Yegge — SHHA President

Recently a number of letters have been received by
SHHA from residents voicing serious concerns about alleged or
potential business operations at residences in Sandia
Heights.The Declaration of Restrictions (Covenants) for
; essentially all:fesidential units. in Sandia Heights prohibits trade
activities of any kind, or any activity which would constitute an
armoyance or nuisance to the neighborhood.
In applying this restriction, SHHA follows the Bernalillo
County Zoning Department’s business licensing criteria for R-1
{residential) zoning. The following guidelines are compiled from
its “Home Occupation Hand-Out.” A home occupation license
(“business license™) is permitted by the County if the occupation
or activity is clearly incidental and secondary to use of the
premises for a dwelling. There shali be no exterior display, no
storage or matetials, no nuisance emitted from the premises, no
commercial vehicles, noise, dust, odors and no other exterior indication of the home cccupation or variation
from the residential character of the building, Only people fiving at the residence may work at the business.
The business activity shall not generate additional
vehicular wraffic. Not more than 25% of the floor area
may be devoted to the home occupation, nor more than
600 sq. ft. of an accessory building. And be aware that
the SHHA will not approve any on-preraises, business
refated signage.
Any home occupations in Sandia Heights not in
compliance with the above guidelines will be considered
10 be in serious violation of the covenants. The SHHA
will immediately and vigorously pursue all means at its
disposal, including legal intervention, to enforce
covenant restrictions pertaining to these types of activi-
ties. County authorities would also be enlisted to enforce
pertinent County restrictions. The SHHA does not, how-
ever, have means or resources to broadly inspect for vio-
lations. All residents are asked to advise the SHHA office
{296-1412) anytime violations are observed.

2 2 n

eighbors

Hscuss oty unique
acal

We wish o thank all of our coffee hosts and
hostesses this past year. It's been wonderfil having
the chance to meet other homeowness in our area
through the monthly moming get-togethess. They are
a chance to talk with neighbors and to catch up on
teal estaie news, local news and personal news. They
can help with establishing neighborhood watches and

) sharing safety concerns.

However, this opportunity may stop. To pre-
serve this kind of social networking, we need host
volunteers! Would you host a 10-12 noon coffee one
morning this Fall? Provide coffee, cookies and a
kitchen or dining room for neighbors io assemble?
Please call Claire Wilcox 896-6282 and say yes. Ot
if you have suggestioris on how to better stage this
event and encourage participation, we're all ears.

Comie and see how our Sandia Heights newspa-
per, The Grit, is published at the July 9th coffee.
Yow'li find it's a real “in-house” operation.
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 Four State Study Produces Startling Results
 THE UNBEARABLE FACTS:

o In 1995, NM Game & Fish sold 6,311 licenses to bear hunters to hunt and’ kil
3,000 bears (official count). 40% of the hunters were from out of state

* In 1994, 625 bears were killed; in 1995, 525 bears were killed. }f left vinchecked, k

bear hunters in New Mexico, on average, will kiil 20% of our bears in one season
compared with 5% to 7% for the nearby states of Colorado, Arizona and Utah.

* There is no ceiling on the number of bear licenses issued or bears killed each year
in our state. New Mexico's five year harvest total was 2,857 bears.

» Overall from 1990 to 1995 the percentage of sows harvested averaged over 40%.
NMG&F's own 1996 Black Bear Survey voices a sirong concern about the low num-
ber of yearling sow which will determine our future bear populations.

New Mexico also allows hunting bear with dogs. Deg hunters can use collar mon-
itors on their dogs for the easy chase. The dogs run the bear to a tree while hunters
arrive, sometimes hours later, to shoot the treed/trapped bear. Unofficially, some
NMGEF officers say dog hunting is one of the most abused hunting practices occur-
ring in our woods. Unfortunately, it’s growing in New Mexico after nearby Colorado
outlawed this inhumane practice. :

* It costs just $30 for a New Mexico resident to kill a bear, $150 for a non-resident.

These Unbearable Facts were some of the * ~

issues that members of-Bearwatch have
addressed this past year. Jan Hayes presented a 4-
state/5-year study to the NMG&F Comumission in
Silver City on August 28th.

We have written letters of our concemns o

Governor Gary Johnson, who replied, saying he
will continue to monitor future bear policies.
Letters were also written to all NMG&F
Commissioners and NMG&F Director Jerry
Maracchini this past year. For more information
on this 4-state study, please call 281-7532.

WHY WE MUST BECOME POLITICAL TO
SAVE OUR WILDLIFE

BearWatch is not anti-hunting, althou
many of us can't understand why anyone would
want to kill a bear. We realize we live in a free
country and have taken a reasonable, responsible,
middle-of-the-road approach which we feel is,
politicaily, the only way to accorplish.our conser-
vation goals. We hope to help create a more
humane and stable future for our black bear in
what is now a one-sided

" Dear

As a resident of New Mexico,-1 am concerned about the
New Mexico Department of Game & Fish’s lack of a strong
conservation-policy for our state symbol, the Bla(;k-Bear.

== .

We need a conservation ceiling on the number of bear
licenses issued, higher fees for those licenses, and a limit
on out-of-state bear hunters. We also believe it is urgent
that NMG&F comiplete their Black Bear Study..

We understand that NMG&F is under pressure from
the dog-hunter’s ¢oalition, among others, to re-establish
the spring bear hunt that was eliminated to protect our sow
population. 1996 studies show an alarmingly low female
yearling count, which should concern you. We strongly

" recommend that you support and keep the conservation-
oriented policy that was implemented by the past
NMG&F Commission. o

You neéd to take a long hard look.at hunting bear with

dogs and how this inhumane .and unsportsmanlike practice -

_hurts the image of hunting for all hunters in New Mexico.
Other states have banned this abuse.

The future of our black beér is in.your hands, and we
expect you to discharge this-important responsibility in a
- manner which protects this valuable state asset.

Sincerely yours,

hunter-oriented environment.
This is a crucial time, since
NMG&FE will be making policy
for the black bear later in the
year. Your letters will help make
. the difference!!

Please help our
state mammal, the Bk
Bear, by sending this lerter
or Kgur own to the address-
es listed on this page!!

Governor Gary Johnson
State Capitol Building
Room 400

Santa Fe, NM 87503

Commissioner
William H. Brininstool,
Chairman

P.O. Drawer A

Jal, NM 88252

Director Gerald A. Maracchini
Villagra Building

P.O. Box 25112

Santa Fe, NM 87504

Commissioner Gus Elgin

New Mexico State Game
Commission :
4413 Highway 15

Silver City, Nlal 88061

Commissioner George Ortega
2908 Calle De Pinos Altos
Santa Fe, NM 87505

Commissioner

Dr. Charles A. Mayer
7304 Aztec NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Commissioner Gait J. Cramer
405 San Paula
Farmington, NM 87401

. Commissioner
Dr. William Schuler
1428 Catron Avenue SE
Albuguerque, NM 87123

Commissioner Steve A. Padilia
1641 Speakman SE
Albuguergue, NM 87123
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The 1997 legislative session ended March 22. And very frankly, this
was one of the most challenging legislative sessions ever, both politically
and personally. Not just_for me, but for all our members.

Challenges of the 1997 Session.
The challenges we faced this session wese embodied in Govemnor Gary E.
Johnson's “seven surmmits.” You'll recall these summits from his “State of the
‘State Address:” : . :

+ Build new prisons

+ Reform welfare .

+ Convert Medicaid to 2 managed-care system

+ Resolve the Indian gambling controversy

+ Make govemment smaller, better

+ Strengthen the economy

+ And, most importanitfy, improve our schools. .

No wonder this was a challenging session! Those wouldn't be easy issues to
resolve under the best of circumstances. Making the situation more difficult was
the tense relationship between Govemorjohnson and the majority leadership in
the legislature. No one &xpetts the governor and the legislative leadership to agree
on everything, or even 6n most things: But we do expect them to communicate
honestly and frequently. Let's review Governor Johnson's “seven summits” and
see how far we dlimbed each'one. ™=
1. Buildpewpmdsons... ... . } p
The legislature failed to pass a proposal that would have begun construction of
the medium-secutity. prisons in Hobbs and Santa Rosa, leaving the governor and

the corrections department to deal with the overcrowding probler. The govemor
has indicated that he believes he can deal with the problem for at least another..

year, meaning he doesn’t believe a special legislative session Is necessary. -
2. Reform welfare. = = AR

The good news is that the goverrior has the authority and the power, and I would.: .

swuctlie, the duty.under federal law to implement welfare reform withor wit' 1 the

regislature’s help: The President and the Congress agreed last year to “end vrfare

as we know it.” Welfare reform is coming July 1. The goal is simple: move people
_ off welfare and into jobs. Will it be hard to achieve? Of course. Can we do it? Of
_ ~ourse we can. How? By matching people with jobs for which they are alreriy
" alified and by training them for jobs for which they are not yet qualifiec. -
The majority in the legislature tried to tie the governor’s hands on welfare

reform by linking the enire $31 million appropriation to implementation of their
plan. The govemmor used his line-item veto authority to delete those restrictions,
and he is preparing to implement a responsible state plan to move people from:
welfare rolls to payroils. ’

3. Counvert Medicaid to managed care.
The situation with Medicaid was similar to the situation we faced with welfare
reform. “Medicaid reform” was “mandated,” not by the federal government but
by our own law and our own budget. In 1994, the legisiature required the Human
Services Department to develop a managed-care Medicaid plan by mid-1995,
Medicaid spending was out of control, growing at 20% a year, and we believed
implementing a managed-care system for Medicaid would hold those costs down.
By the way, Medicaid is the $1billion program funded annually by both the
state and the federal government (about 75% federal money, 25% state money)
that pays the medical biis of low-income, disabled and elderly New Mexicars.
While most of the people on Medicaid qualify because they are low-income, most
of the money actually spent goes to pay the bills of the elderly and disabled. The
majority in the legislature sought to tie the entire state portion of the Medicaid
appropriation — more than $259 million - to enactment of Medicaid legislation that
wasn't even passed when the governor was reviewing the budget. The governor
took care of that problem in the same way he took care of the welfare restrictions.
He used his line-item veto authority to take those restrictions out of the budget.
Governor Johnson and Human Services Secretary Duke Rodriguez are moving
ahead with a managed-care plan for Medicaid. It will be justlike a lot of the health
care plans that many of us have: the state will pay a flat fee for each patient and
the health care compantes (three have been selected) will assume the financial
1isk for health care costs that exceed that flat payment. .

~ ROUNDHOUSE REPORT

4. Resolve the Indian gambling controversy.

The House of Representatives, which has been reluctant to approve gambling
legislation in the past, barely approved a proposal to legalize Indian casinos, and
allow video gambling at horse racetracks and at veterans’ and fraternal dlubs.

The senate followed suit and the bill went to the governor. The House reached its
deciston after hours and hours of committee testimony and soul searching. lt was -
not an easy decision, and clearly, it is not one that pleases everyone. But 1, as
minority fioor leader, am extremely proud of the manner in which the House
reached its-decision. - C. -

5. - Smaller, better, more efficient government.

The $3 billion annual state budget is the state’s policy blueprint. It is the roadmap
for the Johnson administration as it seeks a smaller, more efficient government
The legislature sent the govemor a total spending package that would have drawn
the state’s general fund operating reserve dangerously low — to about $30 million
by the end of the next fiscal year. As the governor would say, “That's unaccept-
able.” So he again used his line-item veto authority to trim about $70 willion from
the budget, leaving the cash reserves at about $100 million and holding overalt
growth to about 4.2%. .

By holding the line on taxes and govemment growth, the goverrior is
getting closer and closer to his goal of making New Mexico state government
smaller and more efficient, and one that will deliver the best possible services
at the lowest possible costs. . : . .

6. A stronger economy.

*'The governor made two specific proposals to strengthen the economy: build more

four-Jane highways so that more people, more. customers, mote suppliers and

. their goods can get to more places, more easily. Secondly, the governor proposed

- ntting income taxes by a modest $15 miltion. Neither proposal got very far. The

¢ govemors plan to build four-lane highways would not have required a tax
- increase, His plan would have phased out the practice of transferring money from

the state road fund to the state general fund. It would have pb- ~d out the alloca-
tion of the motor vehicle excise tax to the general fund, and ir.. ..ad placed that
money in the road fund. And it would have used a portion of the anticipated $20
million in federal WIPP funds to leverage bonds. In the end, the govemnor's plan
would have required issuing $1.3 billion worth of bonds to complete his proposal
over a seven year period without raising taxes. e -

7.:Most importantly, better schools.” :

The governor proposed, and 1 carried for him, a consitutional amendment that
would Hiave required half of the state's general fund appropriation to be spenton
our schools beginning in school year 2003. A lot of objections were raised to this
-proposal: “Why wait untit 2000 to-put more money into education? Why tie the
hands of future legislatures? Why is 50% of the budget a magic nurmber?”

Well, I'd argue that the real problem is that the legislature doesn’t want to
commit to automatically dedicating half of the state budget to our public schools
each year, forever. In the end, the govemor and the legjslature approved a budget
of just less than $1.4 billion for public schools. -+ L

Let me thank &ach of you for showing an interest in the process. Too few New
Mexicans are concerned about what goes on in Santa Fe. And let me encourage
you to get even more involved in the process, at any level: wiite letters on issues
important to you, volunteer to work on issues, offer expertise you may have,

The legislative branch is the most open of the three branches. Supreme Court
Justices don't allow citizens to sit in on their deliberations or offer testimony. The
govemmor’s cabinet doesn't hold public meetings. But everything the legislature
does is there for you to see. All things considered, we had a pretty good session.
With your help, the next session can be even better,

e ok A oA ik ko ol sketokokokokokokoeokokotkok ok ke
* Kip Nicely o
State Representative/District 31
296-9277 :
********'**************************
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Get involved with your community. The Association needs your hefp!
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We'll monitor any system.

reprogramming to our
monitormg center.
v No long term contracts

¢/ No price increases—
our rates are guaranteed

¥ Repairs and upgrades of existing
systems at competitive prices

¥ No premium for evening
and weekend repairs

He died to take away your sins.
Not your mind.
You don't have to stop thinking when you walk

into our church, Our pastor is known for his
intelligent and thought-provoking sermons.

Come_Join Us Sunday Morning!
iandia Presbyterian Church
Worship Services: 8:10am, 10:30am
Sunday School, all ages; 9:00am
Nursery available all services

Very active youth program and
extensive adult activities.
Counseling service available
to the community.

Rev. Dewey Johnson, Pastor
J704 Paseo Del Norte NE, Alb., NM 87122

(just east of Eubank), 856-5040
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County Of Bernalillo

The 1997 regular session of the legjslature is now history and the allotted time for
the Govemor to sign or veto bills has passed, We in county government continue
to evaluate how we have been affected.

We believe some positive actions were taken this session but we also experienced
major disappointments. The City of Albuquerque and Bernalillo County worked
cooperatively to resolve long standing issues regarding extraterritorial planning,
platting and zoning, as well as annexation concems. The legislation, Senate bills
1144/1148, were passed overwhelmingly by both houses but unfortunately died
with a‘pocket veto. The opportunity for rge City and the County to work together
in order to resolve regional issues is a critical need. We will continue to work.on
this challenge.

All of our public works requests died with the final day filibuster. Our’
requests included additional sewer line extensions in the North and South Valleys,
and money for roads in our District IV Senate bill 956 which further refined paving
and construction definitions was vetoed. This bill was important to us because, as
currently prescribed, the time-line requirements for bidding are extremely difficult
to meel. . .

As chair of the Middle Rio Grande Council of Govemments (MRGCOG) 1 would

like to report to you some activities of this organization. Two exemplaxlgflfprograms,
the Regional Plan and the development of a regional Geographic Information
System, were initiated this year. They are moving forward to provide a framework
for district-wide planning and coordination. The Regional Plan will establish a
vision formatted by the input of the citizens of the four-county district. Alternate
scenarios to achieve that vision will be evaluated and should lead to a context for
coordinating local transportation and tand use plans. The Plan could also be the
basis for other regional, functional plans. The GIS efforts, in cooperation with other
entities in the area, w{” vild a coordinated regional data system that will include,
for the first time in mauy cases, high quality maps and data for analysis.

Have you driven by the comer of Harper and Barstow recently? Construction is
underway for the new “brary. How wonderfull Now we will have a library within
a reasonable distanc. _om our homes. Our Sheriff's Substation and Bernalilio -
County Communications Center are scheduled to open late May or early June
1997. We are very fortunate to have such fine faclities located in our district. The
neighborhood associations will be notified of the grand opening and we hope many
of you will be able to attend. :

My county responsibilities this spring have been as varied and challenging as our
spring weather — sometimes surprising but always
interesting, I send my best wishes to you. May the
sun continue to shine on our beautiful part of the world.

" Bernalillo County Commissiorier
District 4

Relieve chronic pain!

Massage doesn't reach it. Chiropractic
can’t adjust it. Your deep or chronic pain
. may need myotherapy.

Back Pain » Headaches » Muscle Spasms » Neck Pain
Numbness * Hip Pain » Whiplash » Sciatica » Tennis Elbow

Board Certified / N.M. Lic. #1232
881-1214
Ask for our informative brachure.

PENN-MONT Professional Plaza, Bldg. E, Suite 14,
Albuquerque NM 87111 » Hours M-F 9-5
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Wine & Appetizers Galore!

: & Held at Futures for Children on a beautiful Saturday
' evening, our 3rd Annual Winetasting Festival outdid itself with
A 123 attendees ffom Sandia Heights. Over 30 wines were poured,
W = supplied by National Distributing
> Company, including a Geyser
= Peak Reserve Alexandre’ which
~™ ™ retails for $26.99 a bottle.
1t was nice to be able to use Futures for
Children where ample parking is available and the
“tagting room” has a beautiful mural done by
Pat Harrison, who many of us know as a Sandia
Heights neighbor and artist. Hors d “oeuvres were
largely supplied by the winetasting attendees and
were a great part of the enjoyment of the evening.
We decided to ask for recipe cards along
with the dishes and promised to print some of
them in the Grit. Many people responded, so look
on page 8 of the Grit for that secret ingredient
your neighbor puts in his/her famous dip!
Volunteers that helped make the evening
a success: Barbara & Sam Bensonhaves, Margo Roberts, Jean Oitmer and
Jo Chepey. Thanks to alll Our Winetasting evening was the second of the special
events that are planned by the Association each year. The Arts and Crafts Bazaar last
October was the Brst (since SHHA's fiscal year is from September to September).

UNM On the Track of Cur Bobcats

Robert Harison, the University of New Mexico biologist who wites for The
Grit, has launched a large-scale hunt for bobcats. He has mailed 11,000 question-
naires o tesidents of Sandia Heights, Placitas and the East Mountain area asking if
they've seen any bobcats furking about recently. The information will be used to
determine if the area's housing boom is driving the small predator fom an area it's
lived in since the Ice Age, Hamison said. “There is a concern that there is so much
dew:  ment going on that it threatens the bobeats’ habitat,” he said. “Mainl* “m
condefied about the effects of development on all wildlife, but especially the ...
vores.” Little data is available on population. He hopes to find where most of the
sightings are happening. Harrison said he mailed the questionnaires in late February
and has already received 3,000 responses. He intends to accept sutveys for another

three months before moving on to the second phase of the project - trapping bobcats,
attaching radios to them and tracking their movements. The information will be
made available to government planners and home builders. .

(From an artidle in the ABQ Journal by Pat Butler)

Take the Family to a
Duke City Baseball Game!
- Sunday, juneist. -

Here's your chance to have everyone in the fami-
ly yelling and screaming and no one will notice! 1 have
100 seats reserved at the Duke £,
Stadiun and just need a check and
a self-addressed, stamped envelope .
to mail back your tickets.
it's only $4.00 per person to
join the fun. Cut of?e day for
ordering tickets is May 19th, .
s0 send your $$ now!
The Dukes are playing the Phoenix Firebirds, a game
you don't want to miss!! Transportation and parking are
on your own, but seating will be with other Sandia Heights homeowners in our own
section. So get out your baseball hat, mitt and loud cheering voice and have a
Sunday afternoon at the park with us.
Use the order form in this Grit or the one in the April SHHA utility
bill and mail to Claire Wilcox, 308 Bighorn Ridge NE, Albuquerque, NM
87122. Call 856-6282 if you have any baseball questions.

Sandia Tram Meets the Cable Guys

Our “longest tramway in the world” is shut down for about eight weeks so
its"31 yearold cable can be replaced costing about $1 million. The four cables are
14,067 ft. long, weighing 52 tons each. The jighack aerial system was installed by
Bell Engineering of Lucerne, Switzerdand. Stringing the or'éginal cables took five
months. The mountainside below the tramway is 1oped off d 7 the replacement
project to protect spectators, while Sandia Peak Tram personne. .4e helicopters and
other major equipment to handle the task. The High Finance restaurant is also being
refurbished and is scheduled to be reopened with the tram around May 21st. Adult
fares will increase from $13.50 0 $14.00.

5 As a representative of the # 1 mortgage lender

- in the nation, I'm committed to superior and expedient
service on your behalf. As a Sandia Heights Resident,
| understand the unique financial needs of the neighbors

I
i

for your next loan closed with Carol Graham 5
Refinance to improve interest rate, term or take cash-out.

in my community. That’s a big advantage that helps me
A put together a package
tailored just for you.

Give me a call.

MORTGAGE

505-881-7972

Fax: 505-881-1633 « Pager: 505-768-0354
Present this coupon for a...

(sl KMatiars

Loan Officer

Investment Properties—20% down means no PM.

g Vacation/Second Homes - anywhere in the USA. §
NORWEST MORTGAGE |

5 6121 Indfan Schoo! Road NE * Suite 122 « Albuquerque, NM 87110- 4140 ,' 5
Call now! Expires August 30,1997.
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NEW DEVELOPMENT COMMHTEE REPORT-

By Bob Kemble — SHHA Vice President

As anticipated in -our -annual reports-of the
previous two years, the number. of major new devel-
opments has slowed this. year as Sandia Heights'
open areas have filléd out and building opportunities
for both commercial and individual dwellings have
decreased. Prior to this current fiscal year, satisfactory

ents were reached with Mr. Joe Santangelo
Ie;

. So%t;n of Cedar Hill:between Tramway. Drive and
Tramway Lane. It is SHHA understanding that
planmng continues with some minor redesigning to
properly address drainage conditions. We ariticipate
that the development will proceed as basically agreed
upor it the near future. j

Regarding the open lamd across the street
from the mini-mall at the corner of Tramway
Boulevard and San Rafael, a development plan by
Mr. Don Maestas has been graated approval to

" construct a combination, of residerices andP day spa.
This has been generally supported by the majority of
the neighborhood. As.of mid-April the expectation is
that this project will also proceed in the near term.

Efforis-by the County, strongly ‘uiged and
encouraged by-the SHHA Board, 1o SGiTe” por-
tion of the approximate ten acres of Jand immedi-

ately east of the Paseo del Norte and Tramwa
intersection for open space and park use has made

. “lile headway deﬁxlte rcpeated endeavors. Iri-sum-
mary, the County finds the price asked by the owner

for even the thrée or four:acres of Jand in draindge
areas, and therefore less suitable for home coristruc-
fion, 10 be prohibitively high.

:"A.major new development issue in-1ecent

months has been the pr by ML Robert Martin
to-essentially double the ice space of the Outpost
Ice Arena and to add a parking structure. There .,
were' various ‘concems, some serious, brovight 1o the
Board by immediate neighbors and. Sandia Heights
‘esidents at large. Traffic safety, additional noise; light
pollution, and th~ ~egative impact of that very visible -
“area on-the 'ger. . impression and image of Sandia
Heights were among; the. concems expressed S0.t00
“was. the belief that the planned expansions exceed

“the County’s, own zoning regu]auons and variance

Mr Martin and his architect consistently madethem-
selves available to address those issues. And
although some positive: modifications were. made by
the owner, the basic concerns persisted.

Accordingly, SHHA ~in its role of represent—

ing what it perceives to be ‘the general consensus. of
Sandia Heights residents, and eg c1ally the objec-

his plans to. develop thyee iphus: acres ! fons of the immediaté AhY mosf Sifbdted neighbers — * 1

argued against approval of a variance of the regula-

tions before the County Director of Building and
Zoning. Approval was granted, nevertheless, with
minor conditions. Believing that the basic objections
continued to apply and that the regulamry issues
were still not fully and clearly addressed, SHHA
appealed the decision to the County Boatd .of
Adjustments. Just-prior to that hearing, M. Martin
agreed toeliminate. the. inclusion of the-two-level

parking structure and made some-adjustments to the:.

internial traffic pattetns. Approval of thé variance was
upheld by the Board of Adjustments.

" In ‘Maich, the SHHA Board voted o orice
again appeal the decision, this time to-the County
Commission. The essential and still not cleatly
answered question of whether the County. was, in
fact, adhering to its own Tules in approving variances

which permitted C-2 zoning use in‘'what had been re- "

zoned to a C-1 area, and the precedence being estab-
lished in-s0.doing. Of equal concern was the fact that
although testimony had been presented at each hear-
_ing as to the current and potential adverse imipact on
the neighborhood, it appeared that neither the

Zoning Administrator- nor the Board of Adjustrnents

had considered these issues of any significance.

onApril 22nd; individuals representmg”' ]
/SHHA spent.much of their evening waiting for the -
appeal which'was the last item on the County:
Commission’s agenda.’ County staff- finally. informed-
tis that formal notification. of the appeal had notbeen -
made, and they were Tequesting a deferral; The
Commmission-agreed to defer. untl-May 20th: with-the.
iy on'the agen-:
da and that no work on the project was to begin tntl
““the: appeal is detided. Obviously, all patties were dis<

stipulation that the itermn be place,

- appointed: by this tumn of évents. The appeal shoul

Based on concerns of immediate neighbors
and other Sandia Heights homeowners, the
SHHA Board has opposed the approval of a
100% expansion of the Outpost Ice Arena,
on the basis of potential increases in traffic
and noise. The expansion was approved by
the Bernalillo County Zoning Administrator
and upheld by the Board of Adjustment.

The SHHA Board is now appealing those
decisions to the County Commission.

The appeal will be held during the County

_Commission meeting:

Tuesday, May 20, 1997
Beginning at 5:30pm
Commission/City Council Chambers.
1t is our understanding that we will be early -

on the agenda. Please attend if you are
interested in this issue.

“authority. Several public-teviews were held along = -be conchuded wnh a final deusnrm by the evemng‘

with meetings- “th county and state ofﬁcxals ; ofMayZOth.

New Middle School D'elays Triggering Debate

Traditionally, one of the advantages of living in Sandia Heights has been the knowledge that our chil-
dren attended some of the best public schools in Albuquerque. Recently, however, several decisions made by the
School Board and APS administrators have seriously compromised the quality of the educational environment of
the schools in our area. In February, after months of acrimonious debate, the School Board finally voted on a
boundary plan for the new mid-school being built near Barstow and Paseo del Norte. Sandia Heights residents
were surprised to learn that we were included in the new school’s enrollment area. For months we had been
assured that our children would continue to attend Eisenhower Middle School.

A few weeks ago, APS announced that construction on the new mid-school was minning far behind
schedule and that it was unlikely that it would on time for the 1997-98 school year. APS informed parents
that they planned to house the 600+ mid-school students slated to attend the new school on the campus of the
Double Eagle Elementary School until the new school was ready. Their proposal was to bring in additional
portable buildings For the mid-school and to create a separate area for mid-school use.

The logistical, financial, instractional and social problems inherent in this plan drew immediate opposi-
tion from parents- at both the elementary and mid-school level. Our District 7 Schiool Board member, Richard
Toledo, requested that APS hold a meeting with concemed parents to address issues surrounding this decision. A
meeting was held at the Double Eagle on March 13th. At this meeting, parents strongly encouraged APS to use
all available resources, including finandial incentives and double work shifts, to complete the construction of the
new mid-school on time. The PTA of the Double Eagle also presented an alterative to the APS proposal of tem-
porarily. housing the mid-school students on the Double Ea f%16 campus. This “split-campus™ option proposed to
have the 6th grade students at the Double Eagle and the 7th and 8th {%rade students housed together at one of
the existing middle schools. It was felt that this plan was more cost e
than the APS plan.

Officials from APS indicated that they would consider this “split-campus™ plan and would continue to
press forward on the completion of the mid-school. Thete has been increased activity on the construction site
since then and APS now believes that there i5 a possibility that the school may be completed on time. They
have also indicated that if construction could be completed within several weeks after the beginning of the
school year, they would consider starting the new mid-school late and making up the instiuctional time
- throughout the year. On Al 4th, APS released a memo stating that the “split-campus” plan had been rejected

as too costly. Members of the Double Eagle PTA are continuing to pressure APS for more precise information
and for an estimate of the costs of implementing their plan of preparing the Double Eagle campus for temporarily
housing a mid-school. We do not believe they have adequately addressed our questions and concerns.

1t is critical that area parents and residents communicate their dissatisfaction with APS plans for our
children. Please contact the people listed below and EXPIESS YOU eXtIeme concem about these issues.
Construction could proceed at a faster pace. The “split-campus” option is a better alternative, as g a temporary
solution, should the new school not be completed. Let the administrators of APS know that 23 our children
deserve better and that we expect quality educational programs and facilities.

George Bellow, Deputy Superintendent 842-3644
Art Romero, Assistant Superintendent  342-7210
Larry 4 Adkms Principal, New Mid-School880-3999
Patricia Wagner, Principal, Double Eagle 857-0187
Richard Toledo, School Board 294-8720 : s .
If you have any questions or would like further information about any of the issues, please feel iTee to contact
Debbie Webster, Double Eagle PTA, at 821-6979.

ective and less disruptive to all students

regarding  a  possible  schedule” option for
kindergarien students. Please consider the two
schedules described below and indicate your
preference when you register your child. Thank you
for your cooperation.

The first schedule, the “everyday” schedule, is the
same as what was offered this year. AM & PM classes
are held every day, including Wednesday. Because
Wed. has been an abbreviated school day for all
grades with dismissal at 1:35 PM, kindergarten
sessions on Wed. are 2 hours long instead of the
normal 2 hours and 50 minutes.

Double Eagle is considering offering an altemative
“alternating” schedule option which is currently
being followed ar several APS schools including
Georgia O'Keefle and Hubert Humphrey. The
“alternating” schedule only changes the kindergarien
schedule on Wed. There is no change in hours for
the other school days.

Instead of holding both moming and afternoon
sessions on the abbreviated Wednesday, the
“altemating” schedule has the students atiending
school for the entire school day on aliernate weels.
Kindergarten students would attend class for 4 172
hrs. every week. Please note this means they would
have NO classes on the Wed. in between.

Proponenis of the “alternating” schedule feel that
it offers the kindergarten students a grdual
adjustment to the full school day they will
experience in first grade. It also is helpful when
scheduling field trips (by providing a longer period
of school time) and provides students with the
opportunity 10 be exposed to the cafeteria routine,

The possibility of a schedule change for the entire
schoot is currently being investigated which may

‘change the specific times mentioned above.
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o \ 1on'yront Futures for Children.

“The mission of the resnvau is to offer ﬁlms that ¢

entertain, inspire and provoke thoughtful dialog

about the 1ssues facing today's families,” said Tom Levi

film festival director. “Since movies are often a reflection of ¢

society and effectively reach out-to diverse audiences, by breaking cultural e
age bariers, they can be an important leaning tool,” Levine added.

Celebrities will aiso play an important role at the Festival. Futures for Chﬂd.

supporters Goldie Hawn, Sally Field, Ted Danson, Mary Steenbergen, and joB¢
Williams are scheduled to appear, Many of these actors will host and discuss farr

Visit a variety of IOvély gardens Tn different settings
and at different siages of development

in the Sandia Heights nelghborhood ' / oriented movies in which they have starred.
See you there! C A R\ During the Festival more than 40 films : d S ?HENINQ
@@@9@@@@,@,@)@@)@9@)@@)@)@@ : . including new, retrospective, international, student, -

short subject and animated films will be shown. CENTURY RIO

Also, join us for the next Wildfl l, er. CIub meetin: Many of the screenings will featixre pre- or post-film £
jo ? . discussions led by a volunteer moderator. Panel dis- GA[A Q
. Wednesday, May 21, 1997 . cussions ori issues such as how to watch a film . ‘TO benefir =2 G
7:30pm . with your famnily and how editing impacts a film's
Home of Dania And Gary Goetz - message will further enhance the event. FOl
- 992 Lynx Loop . ) . €entury Rio 24, New Mexico’s newest
Help plan programs and activities, fomhe coming year. and largest movie theater complex, will hest
Foliowed by informal.questions and discussion. : the Festival. This 24 screcn, state-of-the-art, MA ]5]‘[1
. 9 theater will celebrate its grand opening May -
What does well Inour garden? .
What dessnt? . . 15,1997 in a gala event to benefit Futures for "-

- Children. The evening will include a reception with food prowded by outstandi
Albuquerque restaurants, including Scalo's Northemn Italian Grill, Artichoke Cafe,
Pinto, The Range and Andre’s West. Live music by jazz quartet, Tetragor, and a sile

N, : N . auction of intriguing items will add to the event. Following the reception, guests w

< S . have their choice of 20 different movies set to open to the general public on Fride

Tickets are available for $25 per person  or $40 per couple through Futures f

Children. Call 821-2828 for further information.

. o ', Century Rio 24 is located a& 4901 Pan Amencan Freew  NE, formerly the si
SA"DM ' .- . of the ABQ 6 Drive-Ins; If you are interested in receiving sxdrmation about tl

l’br more information call: 856-6844

@“"

Festival, including the schedule of films and ficket details, please call 1-888-FLMFES
(toll-free) or 505-332-3456. The Film Festival welcomes volunteers to assist with tt
'new event. If yourcan donate time to help, please call the number hsted above

ﬁ%@ﬂ M
35%9 ADTUAL W TES'E!E@

From the Ritchen oE ANDREA SCHURK

ARTICHOKE EREAD
1 ie@ﬁl (Emimziﬂ) B»a‘;&cé dough 1-1/2 tsp. basil
- Bridgeiord works best
but §thers will do i ‘;: tsp. °“:ad'° -
i § 03. jar artichokes {chopped) i E)f ;:Pnf:saag a?d uaee
G~ 4 cloves of garlic romano cheese

Flour surface. Roll oui the loaf until it's 18" wide and 18"
fong. Let it gest 5 min. Roll agatn wniil the desired size. Brush the
@ suriace with artichoke marinade. Sprinkie chopped artichoke,
cheese mirture, garlic, basil and oreganc, Take the long 18" end.
and roil 1o a log of funtcuiar shape. Plech the ends. Configure
», I0to & clrcular loal. Piash eads together. Grease baking sheet.
S Marizate top of clreleloal with artichoke juice. Put plastic wrap -
over iop of feaf, Blace s warm place 1o rise for 30 minules.
K =5 Preheat oven al § rees. After it Bas risem bake at 575 degrees
@' 7 for 15 miowstes. Sprinkle cheese om fop. Bake another 19 mias.
uniil golden brown G.
SOOI HLSQB

2 E{ﬂﬁﬁﬁeﬂ of HELEW KEMBLE
AR MOLD

/2 05m undButed erepm of 1/2 cup mayongaise
musheaom soup Dash of saft

1 plg. {8 0z} tremsn chesse . 1/9cup eelery (chopped)

i envelope gelatin 1-1/8 cuip erabmeal

1 small onlon (chopped) {canned or frozen)

Heat Soup. Add cream cheese and stiz untif it melts.
Dissolve gelatin in 1/8 cup water. Add to soup and cheese mix-
ture. Add omion, mayonnaise, salt, celery, and crabmeat. Pour
into greased, quari-sized mold. Chill several hours.
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BERNALILLO COUNTY
SOLID WASTE ORDINANCE
TAKES EFFECT MAY 1,1997:

SANDIA HEVGHTS RESIDENTS MUST
COMPLY WITH THE NEW REGULATIONS

* Refuse is to be at road edge no later than 7:00 AM on
the day of scheduled collection.

* All refuse shall be placed in either plastic bags/boxes
(40 Ib. weight limit per container), not to exceed 10 bags
per week

» items that cannot be bagged or boxed must be bundled

in 4’ long x 2’ diameter bundles, not to exceed 5
bundles per week
* Special Pickups may be scheduled by calling Judy Turner
at 857-8989; the cost is $25 and will be on Mondays only.
ltemns considered to be a spedial pickup indude (but are
not limited to):
Furniture pieces
Appliances (written certification required
from service person that compressor has
been removed)
Bags/bundles over your regular-day limit
* items not allowed for pickup at anytime:
Lumber scraps * Construction materials ©
Fammables ¢ Tires/Batteries  Hazardous
Waste » Open piles of weeds/chamisa
Insurance and Workers’ Compensation requirements
necessi**e the limiting of the number and weight of
or boxes jor the workanen's safety and well-being,

SAVE!

i

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no refuse pickup on Monday,
May 26, 1997, due to the Memorial Day Holiday. That
route will be picked up on Tuesday, May 27, along with
the regular Tuesday route.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NEW
REFUSE COLLECTION POLICY CALL JUDY TURNER AT
SANDIA HEIGHTS SERVICES - 857-8989

ol

Many residents have asked for a comparison of crime in
our neighborhood to other areas.While the data is being
compiled, we in the Security Department have provided
these statistics. To join Security services, call 857-8989.

 SANDIAHEIGHTSSECURTY

S JANSMAR: 0 JAN=MAR
mw%:g lA 1997:
e & alii1390
T4 s

-

Call TODAY for your free, no obligation estimate

232-3430

* 600,000 cleanings performed last year

* Written Guarantee of Satisfaction

¢ Your maids are Insured, Bonded,
Uniformed, and Supervised

MOLLY MAID.

Priced less than you think.

Molly Maid gives you peace of mind that's priceless,

*Get Acquainted "Offer

B -4
$g ‘

D
AV

Call for Details &
FREE Estimate
$10.00 Off 1st Cleaning
$15.00 Off 4th Cleaning
*Limited To

New Customers.,

Offer avaitabie at
participating locations only.

A Household Name Since 1979
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consultant on new building sites (scary if you've ever
seen construction in Egypt since the pyramids, but excit-
ing) and they got to tour most of the country as well as
Kenya, Cypress, the Suez Canal and Sinai Peninsula:
After retuming to the States in 1984, another
“hot” job beckoned Jim to Orlando, Florida. The city was
growing at a feverish pace, and Tamara segued into con-
struction management for Morley Properties, a commer-
cial developer working on Maitland Center, the
Colonades and the Atrjum in the burgeoning downtown
area. Then a stint with architects Shenkle & Schultz as
head of their design department found her working on
the First FA Building, Orlando's tallest structure. You
could wave to Mickey in DisneyWorld from up there!

Tamara is putting in a river rock path to
divert water away from the Griffin manse.

Moving ahead
to 1988, the Criffins
are now living in
Virginia, just outside of
Washington, D.C. They
have two children,
Tamara is studying for
a Master’s in Education
at Marimont College.
And as president of her
neighborhood home-
owrners association,
she is answering way
too many guestions
regarding landscape
design, proper planti-
ngs and adhering to

covenants. Perhaps it -

will come in handy.

Low and behold, a

job in another “much

warmer place” opens
up for Jim, and the family is off to the high desert
of Albuguerque.

So back where we started, Tamara and her hus-
band buy Aspen Landscaping from local entrepreneur
Sam Chavez, who had owned the enterprise since 1974.
Tamara now shares all of her experience as an environ-
mental designer with the 30 to 35 Jandscape profession-
als that have worked for clients like Sandia National
Labs, Jaynes Comporation, and Bradbury Stamm which
led to the contract on the new BioPark.

Tamara is extremely proud of her company's
work on the Conservatory's Festival Green, Pond,
Children’s Garden, and SpanishvMoorish Gardens. They
installed the entire immigation system and did a lot of the

Tamara was one of the lucky local group that went to
Bimini in search of exotic catches for the new Aquarium
at the BioPark.

KOB’s Chris Schueler and Tamara rest aboard the
seaworthy Coral Reef Il after a day of diving.

plantings. “The whole concept
for the Botanic Garden is
based o'} *A Drop of Rain’...
starting { . the source of the
- Rio Grande and following its

course down to the Gulf of Mexico,” she says. So the
landscape changes along the way and exhibits a wide
range of indigenous and desert tolerant plant life.
Albuguerqueans should enjoy seeing their ties to the
ocean by way of our great river in the new aquarium,
where fish from the river's mouth as well as deep ocean
species can be enjoyed. Becoming involved in the acqui-
sition of these exotic creatures was something Tamara

_just couldn’t resist. She was invited to join a group of

Iocals, inctuding Chris Schueler of KOB-TV, aboard the
Coral Reef I for an 8-day expedition to Bimini. There she
tested her mettle as a newly certified scuba diver, netting
wrasses and glass-eyes amid the stunning coral splendor
off Florida’s coast.

Aspen has recently added a masonry company
to its assets and now can build walls and berms. Tamara
hopes to work on upcoming projects in Tingley Park and
the new railway connecting the BioPark with the Rio
Grande Zoo. But 1o job is too smiall for her friendly crews
and their handiwork can be seen all around town. She -
says Sandia Heights is one of the most difficult areas to
landscape. The rocky soll, extreme temperature changes,
canyon winds and proximity to wildlife provide an
interesting challenge for plants. Her advice?
“Use professionals! Make sure they’re licensed and
insured. Then use the quality equipment they recom-
mend.” She says using polypipe instead of PVC is one of
the biggest mistakes up here.

After taking care of a lot of other people’s prop-
erty, Tamara is just beginning to landscape the difficult
terrain around her own home, putting in a path of fver
tock where erosion has formed small arroyos and terrac-
ing down a backyard slope. She’s ﬁ)lanﬁng xeric buffalo
grass, artemesia and spurge, as'well as rosemary bushes
that smell great to us but not so great to" our rabbit
friends. She certainly has accumulated a great deal of
insight on what should be inside’AND ouside.

TRV GIVING OUR

~ CHECKLISTTO THE

'LOWEST BIDDER

0 Licensed 6nd Insured since 1974

[ Residential.and Comme al
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' RESTDRYIIPR Sandia Heights Landscapes
Designed Her Way from Boston to the BioPark

fa from her job as CEO of Aspen
Landscaping & Masonry, with Sharkey

Tamara Griffin takes a break

the Aussie Cockatiel.

By Carolyn Hindel - Crit Editor

“In the Russian Orthodox Church chil-
dren are named after saints,” says Tamara Griffin,
Thus explains her beautiful and unique birth
namne and those of her 5 year-old daughter Calisa
(most beautiful one in Greek) and son Patrick, 9.
And the first thing Tamara and her husband Jim
did when they moved here 3 years ago from
Fairfax, Virginia, was to establish the first Russian
Orthodox Church in the city of Albuquerque.
Today there are at least 70 members who attend
services at the small adobe on 4th Street near El
Pinto. Jim is the Chief Accounting Officer for the
City, lovingly referred to by the family as the
“beancounter.”

Their 4200 sq. ft. Eagle Ridge Road
hacienda: by Chuck Hennings is an interesting
study in angles and curves with two-story views
of the Sandias from the foyer and master bed-
room, a full basernent, a kitchen & family “great-
room” and several patios overlooking the rolling,
untouched land adjacent to High Desert. The
unusual dining area is almost chapel-like in ambi-
ence with one comer appropriately dedicated to
Russian icons ifuminated by a hanging Greek
offertory. “The family pet needs no walking nor
elicits any -allergic reactions, thank you very
much,” says Tamara, Sharkey is a filendly White-
faced Cockatiel from Australia that has leamed to
say “out” when he needs an adventue beyond
his paper-lined living quarters.

Tamara is the owner and CEO of Aspen
Landscaping & Masonry, an Albuquerque based
company that's been building a reputation for

quality work all over the city.- Most recently her
able-bodi=4 crews have put finishing touches on
many al; ' of the new BioPark's Botanical Gardens
and Aquarium. But her interest in environmental
design started way back in Massachusetts. Bom to

a Russian Orthodox minister and his wife in Salem,
Tamara grew up on the Eastem shore amidst jush green
cliffs, endless blue water and white sailboats. She
attended the University of MA. for graphic and interior
design, but because of the state's unique five college
interrelated studies program, was able to study at Smith,
Mount Holyoke, Hampshire and Amherst as well. She
remembers a mentor, Professor Friedman, who allowed
her to take grad courses as a freshman. By senior year
she was designing interior spaces and recommending
fumiture for some of Boston's largest commercial busi-
nesses. Graduating produced a job instantly.

But soon after Tamara married Jim in 1981,
he was offered an opporturity to represent his acoount-
ing firm Camp,

Dresser & McKee
in Egypt. So off
they went to
spend the next
18 months in
a trendy suburh
of Cairo called

_ Mohandessein

(Engineer City)
on the western
side of the Nile
River. How was
the food? “Well
we had a great
restaurant with
the rather unlike-
Iy name of Swiss
Chalet right in
our apartment
complex,” said
Tamara. And she
was able to find
work as a design
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4 7 “SANTA FE STYLE & OLD TOWN VARIETY
4 AT REASONABLE PRICES”
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OUR STORE IS LOCALLY OWNED AND
OFFERS 3,700 SQUARE FEET OF INVENTORY -
FOR YOUR BROWSING PLEASURE.
WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROVIDING:

% QUALITY FURNISHINGS

= INDIVIDUALIZED
CUSTOMER SERVICE

= REASONABLE PRICES
# CUSTOM DESIGN

COME VISIT US AT

2313 MENAUL BLVD. NE IN ALBUQUERQUE
(NEAR THE INTERSECTION OF WYOMING BLVD. & MENAUL BLVD.)

o Al A i, Al Al A 4>
AT Ta AT AT e alea alalalalalslal ol alelde

(505) 275-4922
OPEN MONDAY — FRIDAY, 10:00 AM — 6:00 PM
SATURDAY. 10:00 AM — 5:00 PM
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ARC Becomes ACC

Architectural Control Committee Report

By Don Hooper — SHHA Architectural Control Committee, Chair : 2
Association has had lite o o involvementiin drafting

The Architectural Contro! Cormittee (ACC) of
the Sandia Heights Homeowners Association has con-
tinued to receive a large number of applications for
approval of new housing construction as well as addi-
tions and modifications to existing homnes, landscaping,
walls, fences, and other work affecting the exterior
%ﬁpeamncc of home sites throughout Sandia Heights.

e Declaration of Restrictions (covenants) which run
with the deeds to all garoperty require, with some specif-
ic exceptions, plans for all new construction and ‘exteri-
or modifications to existing homes to be submitted to,
and approved by, the ACC prior to commencing work.
The exceptions apply to certain Units in Sandia Heights
which are still under development and have not yet
been tumed over to the SHHA for covenant support
and architectural contro] enforcement.

Previous to March of this year, the committee
was known as the SHHA “Architectural Review
Committee.” It was brought to our attention that the
covenants state that ali new construction and
additions, etc., are subject to prior approval by an
“Architectural Control Committee.” In each of the
covenan(s this comrmittee is stated as being formed by
three. named individuals (comprised of Sandia Peak
Tram Company employees and officers) or their
successors. Beginning in 1988, the Tram Company
began to formally and legally assign all rights and
duties it had under the jon of restrictions to the
SHHA and the its Architectural Control Committee.
Therefore, the “Architectural Control Committee” has
now been adopted as the appropriate name.

There are thirty-one separate and individual
covenants, each applying to a specific Unit of Sandia
Heights, In most cases the various covenants have dis-
tinct differences, and many of the restrictions, particu-
larly v+ respect to architectural criteria, are sometimes

ificc  » interpret and apply. I'm sure it is safe to say
that we all can visualize improvements and more uni-
formity in the covenants, as well as in their application.
Although the SHHA has enforcement obligations
with respect to the covenants, over the years the

Year round. Seven days a week.
Any time, day or night, Linda Caldwell is on call.
No house too big, no house too small.
She’s worked them all and has been doing it
successfully in Sandia Heights for over 18 years.
It's that savvy that got her into the Who’s Who

or promulgating the covenants. Howéver, th
covenants are “ours” collectively. Each and, every
homeowner by virtue of obtaining and receiving the
deed to their prg[%erty has acknowledéeﬁ the legality of
the covenants. The ACC strives to be fair in interpreting
the restrictions during the decision-making process, but
often times is not seen as being particularly successful
in this respect. 1t is difficult to accede equally to the
desires of all.

Tt should be r¢

ized that the covenants can

be amended - not by the SHHA, but by individual

homeowriers obtaining the agreement of 75% of the
property owners of the applicable Unit. The SHHA has
no legal authority to amend the covenants; such
authority tests solely with the homeowners of each
individual Unit. -

Requests for varances to the covenants with
1espect to architectural matters must be submitted in
wiiting to the ACC prior to the start of construction
togethér with plans, to scale, for the proposed project
and the official Application form for plan approval.
Application forms may be obtained by calling the
SHHA administrative assistant, Erin Frinkman, at
296-1412. Submittals must clearly define the variance
requested, with such variance clearly shown on the
plans, and a written description of the specific reasons
why the vatiance is sought. Since the property owner
should have been aware of the existing topography, lot
size, other existing site conditions, and applicable
restrictions (covenants) when the property was pur-
chased, the variance request should describe subse-
quent events, changes or new information upon which
the request is based. .

During the year ending April 1997 the ACC
has been involved in.131 projects, affecting approxi-
mately 7% of the ' number of properties under
SHHA responsibility. uf these 131 projects, 18 were
new homes, 27 were major additions, and the remain-
ing were smaller projects consisting primarily of walls,
patios, decks, patio covers, and landscaping,.

" among adjol

LINDA
CALD

ing'neighbors, property owners have a
right to'buiid on their %mperty within the guidelines
and req ents established in the Declaration of
Restrictions {covenants) for the applicable Unit.
- The ACC presendy is comprised of five com-
mittee members: Marshall Aungier, Jerry Grayson,
Chris Harmon, Don Hooper (Chair) and Toni Seidel
§che Chair} and one ex-officio member, jon Cashwell, a
ormer comrmittee chair. The committee is very compe-
tently assisted by Erin Frinkman, the SHHA adminis-
uative assistant, who maintains and controls all files,
including plans and specificatioris, carries out the com-
mittee correspondence, fields most of the inquiries from
residents, and keeps the committee members confinu-
ously updated on the action status of the projects under
comumittee control. The entire committee meets twice a
month, however discussions and meetings among
individual members and with the administrative assis-
tant continue on nearly a daily basis,

As indicated in this column in the previous
issue of the Grit, the committee is shorthanded and
additional committee members are sorely needed. This
is even more true now, as we will be missing the val-
ued contributions of Jerry Grayson who will be moving
from Sandia Heights in the very near future.
Involvement on the SHHA Board and, in particular, the
Architectural Control Committee is. interesting, chal-
lenging, rewarding; and of course v “beneficial to our
community. Please call Anne Yeggc at 823-2107 or
Don Hooper at'856-9499 if you ate interested-in this

worthwhile endeavor.

CRS

Direc(\ine 3 35

£ METRO |
REALTORS

in New Mexico Residential Real Estate, the Elite 25
of Albuguerque Realtors and made her one of the
top 10 Coldwell Banker Metro 100 Realtors. And as a
long-ime Sandia Heights resident, Linda knows
the territory. When you're ready to buy or sell in Sandia Heights, make it easy
on yourself. Let Linda do your housework. She's already done the homework.
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Sitk Tree (Albizia julibrissin) is a small to medlum decxduous tree that grows 10-40
feet tall with a spread equal to it’s height. May be a single or- multiple trunked tree.
Compound foliage gives this tree an interesting lacy appearance which closes up-
at night. Beautiful, pink blooms that appear in late spring are unique in appearance
because they don't have petals, like most conventional ﬂowers but are staminate
or pmcushmn -like, Long péa pods appear in fall.

Silk Tree is native to Asia fiom Irdn to Japan.
"Plant anywhere in New Mexico up to 6,500
feet in elevation. Medium growth rate with
- moderate drought tolerance. Plant in full sun
to semi-shade. Grows in most soils but per-
- forms beést in an amended garden soil.

2SS

S

PLANTING: Build a berm with soil twice the

- diameter of the container diamet== Fill up the
basin two times to insure a deep  .aking. For
the first month, keep the plant moist. As time

~passes, decrease the frequency but increase
the amount of water-given. After established
(2-3 years) deep soakings every > 3 weeks
will be alf that's necessary in spring and sum-
mer and a monthly soaking in winter. -

Albizia Juhbnssm

RECOMMENDED USE: Silk Tree is one of the most beautiful and versatile trees 1o
work. with; attractive foliage, beautiful flowers and interesting branchwork. It's
manageable size.allows it to be planted in narrow spots (at-least 5 feet) to larger
open areas. Makes a fine lawn tree because its open habit and late teafing-out
gives grassas exira sunlight. Plant Silk Tree where it can be viewed from above
- such a raised deck or at the bottom of a hillside to best appreciate these humming-
bird atiracting trees.
Two cultivated varieties or cultivars-are available: Albizia julibrissin."Rosea’ has
darker pink flowers and more cold hardiness than the standard Silk Tree; and
Albizia julibrissin *E.H. Wilson’ has the best cold hardiness of all Silk Trees. Both
eultivars may be planted in the East Mountain area or Santa Fe where the standard
Silk Tree is not recommended.

if you have any questions regardmg this plant, please call Dan Caudillo at 856-6617.
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o their “feet aoprecxaLe heavy orgaic
rmlcneu or bark. They begin Hooming in the spring,
and continue to bloom throughout the summer. ‘When
they are not in bloom, the foliage itself is attractive. The
various-colored flowers attract hummingbirds and bees.

Some of the Penstemons that Mrs, Wirtz has
grown successfully are P. ambiguus (also known as
Sand, Bush, or Moth Penstemon, which blooms white
on top and lavender underneath; P. pinifolius (Pine
Leafy, which blooms orange-red; P. palmeri, which is
fragrant; P. strictus, which reseeds the most; P. alpinus,
which blooms blue-lavender and has a strong smell;
and P, alamosensis, which blooms bright red-orange
-and has distinctive gray-green foliage. Many nurseries
in the Albuguerque and Santa Fe areas stock one or
more of these Penstemons. Half the fun is trying to col-
lect as'many of them as possible. Penstemons are great
.yericplantst -~ -

Recommended reading: -
““The Beautiful Beardtongues of New Mexico” by Erma
.Pilz and Jéan Heflin {former Sandia Heights residerit);
* Tierra Seca Bonitd (April 1997 newsletter)
“Penstemons ..." by Bertha Wirtz. -

ir

' Upcoming Events - :
Afbuquergue Home and Garden Show o
* Manual Lu)an Bldg: (State Fair Grounds) - - :
‘ April 24, 25,26 Specxal Xenscape Garden dlsplay :
* Second Annual Xeric Plant Sale.
Albuquerque Garden Center 2
May 31,9.am 4 pm :

Master Gardener Hotline continues through October
31st. Call with your gardening questions. Monday
through Fnday some Satu:days - 9 30am to "-30pm.
292-7144. - .

HOUSE & PET SITTING

STAY IN YOUR HOME

OR

DAILY VISITS

MATURE RELIABLE ADULT

RO

. REFERENCES
JANICE . 299-4768
SPRING o Four Seasons

SALE?

FHgee aéﬁlddwm

ADDITIONS

¢ Deluxe Master Suites /{f‘;‘{
o Spacious Kitchens A \
\

; - ® Luxurious Baths
The Fesd new \
home may be the
one you're lving in.

Visit Our Showroom DESIGN AEMODELING, INC.
2426 Washmgton NE/2 blocks Soof Menaul/883 40407 11c. v 21850

\NDEFENDENTLY GWNED & OPERATED

884-8800 .
Extraordinary Home Addition!
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COAUTION ...continued ffom page I

It is particularly important for affected
landowners to join and/or become current with
their contributions, since the SMC cannot repre-
sent you or protect your interests in any settle-
ment unless you- are a coalition member. The
Pueblo has offered to except private lands from
their claim, but Indian law is complex and any
move to do this must be approved by the
Secretary of the Interior, and perhaps by Congress
as well. SMC aptorneys. are prepring (he, proper
legal documents to protect both title and-access to
the private lands of SMC members in the event
the Justice Department does not prevail in the
courts; but will have as its first priority - the

reservation of the mountain for all citizens —
oth Indian and non-Indian. To join the SMC or
to update your financial contributions and/or
make suggestions on how best to proceed, con-
tact Sandia Mountain Coalition, P.O. Box 14353,
Albuquerque, NM 87191.

Jack Walker, SMC Co-Chair

Look for New
Liquid Waste
Ordinance

By
Charlotte Zerof

Two Sandia
Heights residents,
Communications
Chair-- Charlotte
Zerof  Jo Porter,
were among 50 par-
ticipants at the
Bernalillo County
Environmental Health Department's Awareness
and Ip~t brainstorming session to develop an
entirel,  .w Liquid Waste Ordinance. The curent
policy is outdated, does not take into consideration
new developments in disposal of liquid waste, and
is difficult to interpret and enforce. About 20,000
septic tanks are in the county. A new ordinance is
needed to set performance standards that comply
with the Ground-Water Protection Policy and
Action Plan.

During the summer, staff will be available
to meet with groups to discuss their concemns and
an outline will be mailed requesting opinions in
September. A Bernalillo County “State of the
Environment” follow-up conference will be held in
October or November. A preliminary drafi of the
new ordinance has been promised in February
1998, public review July through September, and
adoption is hoped for by October 1998. Sometime
in May, staff will post ideas collected at the April
22nd session on thé County’'s web page
http://~www.bemco.gov/ for interested parties.
County engineer Clara Cates, leader of the
project, and can be reached at 924-3650.

SPRING CLEANING?
NEED STORAGE SPACE?
NEED BOXES?

" COME BY ;
= BEAR CANYSR
SELE STORAGE
4730 TRAMWAY, NE 22

N
(Just North of Montgomery Lol
Next to Giant & Smith’s)

292-2300

Bring This AD for SPRING SPECIALS!
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Answers To Frequently-Asked Questions
about the Pueblo of Sandia and the Sandia Enterprises suit to obtain
sole rights to approximately 10,000 acres of the west side of Sandia Mountain;

Why doesn’t the Department of Interior give
them back thetr land?

All the research and evidence produced by professional
historians and archaeologists, through the review of

original dédiments and at the larid sites themselves,

show the Pueblo of Sandia has no valid claim to this
land. In fact, records demonstrate the Pueblo now has
more land than it was granted.

Why do the cltizens of the Albuguerque area
have to get involved?

To keep the mountain open to everyone. Local people
who care about open space have to make their voices
heard. We cannot rely on disinterested officials in
Washington D.C. : .
For example, ten years ago, the approximately 10,000
acres still in question were about to be given to the
Pueblo when a local citizen heard about it purely by
happenstance and contacted friends and residents.
According to the records, the Department of Interior had
been told there were only a few cabins in the area and
that the owners had agreed to the mansfer of land. This
was not based in fact. Had a small group of citizens not
taken immediate action in 1987, the land would have
transferred WITHOUT local knowledge or notification.
Why should I get involved? -

The west side of Sandia Mountain is some of the most

. beautifl land in New Mexico and is an essential ingre-

dient in the City of Albuquerque’s quiality of life. It con-
tains the world-famous La Luz Trail and the state’s
highest-earning tourist business: the Sandia Peak
Tramway. Also included in the claim are the Stone

House, the Juan Tabo Picnic Area, Crest House, High'

Finance Restaurant, and countless beautiful hiking
trails, waterfalls, and streams. It also contains a national
wildemess area created by the US Congress, and a state
garme preserve. . .
Surely-these assets sh | remain available to ALL citi-
zens, including Native Americans. Urlless the citizens of
New Mexico let their representatives and the Forest
Service know- how much they value Sandia Mountain
as open space, they mav lose it.

What Is the Sandia  uritain Coalition?

SMC was founded in 1987 by area hikers, birders,
backpackers, lovers of open space, and nearby home-
ownters who want to preserve Sandia Mountain as it is.
It now includes hang gliders as well. The group believes
The Mountain Belongs to All of Us and has adopted
that as their motto.

The present US Forest Service management assures
that citizen support and opinions are solicited when
decisions are made for the management and use of the
area. By law, US citizens have a say-so about the use
and activities on federal lands. SMC wants to retain that
control with the present management.

Why not let the Pueblo manage the land?

As a sovereign nation, the Pueblo does not have to seek
citizen input or support, can dose the land to visitors, or
can put it to any use it chooses. Other lands given to
pueblos in New Mexico in the past few years have been
closed to all people except members of that pueblo,
despite written assurances that the land would not be
closed. The Pueblo of Sandia has printed a management
plan for Sandia Mountain, and it includes logging, min-
ing, and imiting access to hikers. In addition, the
Pueblo has no experience whatsoever in managing
lands. The land they have within Pueblo boundaries

- are, according to experts, overgrazed beyond recovery.

Why not negotiate a binding agreement with the
Pueblo to manage the land, keeping it open to
all cltizens? .

Agreements with sovereign nations are not binding.
Agreements with other pueblos not to close the land, for
example, have been bioken recently at Cochiti and
Taos. The governorship of pueblos changes periodically,
usually every year, and no government is bound by the
decisions of any preceding government. This means no
pueblo may make binding agreernents.

What abous the Pueblo. “sacred sites”?

Religious sites are protected by the Forest Service
throughout the United States, as required by law. For
many years, the Pueblo has been urged to identify any
sites they choose for protection. They have fill access
to the land now including gated areas within the Forest.
Since this land has never been within the Pueblo’s
boundaries, and since this particular “pueblo” was
founded by non-Pueblo, Christian converts from
Arizona, there are probably no ancient religious sites in
the usual sense.

Why is SMC spending most of lts money on legal
consultants?

When you get sued, lawyers are the only people who
can represent your iriterests. SMC funds come entirely
from genérous confributions, mostly ffom members.
The leadership of SMC has. carefully allocated. fiscal and
volunteer resources according to where they were need-
ed most. The Pueblo sued the Depaitments of Interior
and Agriculture {under which the Forest Service
resides) in 1995 in US District Court (Washington D.C.
area). An SMC membership meeting voted fo petiion to
“intervene” in the lawsuit as interested partties. They
also voted to have the leadership encourage Bernalillo
County and the City to intervene as well.

1t was felt the two federal departments would not and
could not (legally) represent SMC interests. We wanted
a seat at the table when decisions were made regarding
our mountain. The land was almost given away in
1987 when no New Mexico citizens were consulted or
informed. Members chose not to risk a similar situation.

The County agrees the land should remain under pre-
sent management and policies. Under the leadership of
County Commissioner Barbara Seward, Bernalillo
County petitioned the court tointervene. For some com-
plex reasons, Mayor Chavez and the City of
Albuquerque continue to take no action.

Why can’t the Pueblo be granted the Forest
Service and wilderness lands while tourist prop-.
erties and private land remain in private hands?

We have been advised by SMC attorneys that there is
legal precedent that will not allow Pueblos to “except”
from their claims any lands they choose without
approval of the Secretary of the Interior. The land
claimed is either legitimately theirs or it is not. This will
be argued in cout, if the District Judge agrees to hear
the case, and this precedent will probably prevail.

If the Judge attempts to make ar. ~ “eption, tourist
atiraction lands.and private homeowners would be sur-
rounded by Indian land. There are legal precedents
which establish that management of the private proper-
ties.would then befong to the Native American group.
This means the Pueblo could assert control over land
use decisions, road maintenance, . -Tights, services
such as fire arid police, and would have the legal power
to tax at any rate. US citizens would essentially be gov-
emed by a foreign nation, in which they have no vote
nor representation. .

Without warmning, in 1987-88 the Pueblo of Sandia
increased the lease rates of three long-term Albuquer-
que businesses that had been leasing Pueblo land for
many years. The increase was such that all had to
abandon their property to the Pueblo, which was proba-
bly the Pueblo’s intent. One was unable to relocate
and went out of business. So there is reason for concern
about land leases, taxation, and loss of property, includ-
ing structures. :

Has a compromise been tried? )

Several approaches-have been tried, the most recent
and significant, perhaps, being the offer in 1994-95 of
acreage north of the Pueblo, toward Placitas. The -
Pueblo told the Department of Interior that it was not
interested.

Why nat inform the public with a public
relations campaign?

SMC membership may vote to do a PR campaign when
they decide the time is right. At present, it is deferring to.
the U.S. District Court in Washington D.C., since the
outcome will be determined based on the merits of the
case and not public sentiment.

What is the real story?

Not all land claims made by Native Americans have
merit. American citizens have legitimate needs and
claims to their land, and open spaces are real and legiti-
mate needs of a city and county such as Albuquerque-
Bemalillo. Open space is especially critical as wooded
tand becomes more scarce on a crowded planet.

There is also a very interesting story to be written about
the fraud discovered when original Spanish and English
docurnents were finally released by the State of New
Mexico Archives.”An SMC member reviewed the origi-
nals and obtained copies that show major discrepancies,
holes in the document at critical places such as bound-
ary marker locations, and outright mistranslation of the
Spanish in the English version.

With the urging of SMC the Forest Service commis-
sioned a full study (at a cost of about $35,000) by an

- expert in Spanish history, who substantiated SMC find-

ings and wrote a full report. This report will be present-
ed in the lawsuit
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BERNALILLO COUNTY

afety Su i

by Joe Bowdich — Bernalillo County Sheriff
5 Bemalillo County Sheriff Joe
Bowdich received calls from
_concerned citizens in mid-
%> March after news reports of the
rape of a woman at her Sandia
Heights home. An arrest has
been made in the case.
Sheriff Bowdich told those
Y who called that the Sheriff's
Department did not believe that the violent act was
committed randomly, meaning that the woman was
acquainted with the men accused in the attack. The
incident was not a break-in. The incident prompts the
sheriff to offer some suggestions for self-protection.
There’s a lot you can do to reduce your risks.
One-of the keys to self-protection is to be aware of the
danger. Rapists don't look any different than other men.
In many cases, the woman knows the attacker. Avoid
tisky situations. Stay out of isolated areas, especially at
night. Don't go off alone with anyone you don't know
well. Never hitchhike. Pay attention to your surround-

ings and the people in them! Watch for behavior or atti- -

tudes that may signal trouble.

If you think someone is in your home don’t go
in. Call the Sheriffs Department from a neasby phone. If
someone comes to your door and you are not famniliar
with them, don't open the door. You are entitled to ask

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT:

ons for Women

for the LD. of any
repair or delivery per-
son before opening the
door. You may call to
verify employment if
you are suspicious.
Never let a stranger
know you're home
alone - whether the
person is at your door
or on the phone.

" 1f someone is
raped it is very impor-
tant to report the crime because it helps Deputies put
a stop to violence against women. Go to a hospital or
doctor immediately for treatment of any injuries. Don't
douche, bathe, shower or change clothes before you go.
You might destroy valuable medical evidence. Talk to
someone you trust about what happened. You can also
call the Rape Ciisis Center at 266-7711,

Probably one of the most important things to
remember is to trust your instincts. If you sense that
something is wrongs,a%et away as soon as possible. Your
chances of staying safe improve if you are cautious.
(Some of the information for this article was obtained

_ffom “Self-Protection for Women,” a Channing L. Bete Co.
- Inc. publication.)

Communications Committee Report

3y Charlotte Zerof ~ SHHA Communications, Chair

The Grit has been the most useful means of

communicating with Sandia Heights homeowners and

esponse has been yewy rewarding. Advertisers have supported that publication and the Directe=v, In addition, we
1ave utlized theop,  nity to mail information through the Sandia Heights utlity bills. The y  * for new home-
wners was revised this year to provide more clarity on architectural review and covenants. Those items were dis-
ussed in earlier Grits. SHHA membership has increased this year with 70% of the homeowners participating. All
e welcome! 1f you have not been receiving information from SHHA, check with the Sandia Heights Homeowner
\ssociation to see if you are being assessed for membership ($3.50 a month on your ity bill).

AWARD WINNING

CUSTOM HOME BUILDER
Now considering select
ADDITIONS

AND REMODELS
iN your Neighborhood.

Also
BUILD TO SuUIT
ON YOuRr lort.

L— Call for a free consuliation —

JoHn KaLTENBACH HOMES

Everything you should expect
in a custom home builder.

P.O. Box 21114, Albuguergue, NM ¢

505-294-3533

brrrp://wwn. jkhomes.com

4

,,
- Fifth Generation Albuquerque Native
- 19 Years Of Real Estate Experience
- 15 Years As An Associate Broker With H. Parnegg
- Integyrity / Professionalism / Outstanding Service

S20,000 000 sold in 19961

5 Max M. Sanchez, Jr., MBA, CRS

Associate Broker - Sandia Heights Resident
Direct Office: 880-2211 - Residence: 856-2211

ONCEAGAIN,
H. PARNEGG REALTY'S
#1 SALESPERSON!!

e H. PARNEGG
B REALTVY.INC

6301 Uptown Blvd. NE - (505) 883-6161
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A View from
the Ranger’s
Station |

By Floyd Thempson 11l - Sandia District Ranger

Spring is in the air. We had a great winter,
much fun in the snow — happy concessionaire partners
and snow enthusiasts. Much as we enjoyed the snow it
is disappearing fast and the light fuels in the woods are
drying out quickly. The recent fire behavior on a
Bosque fire on Isleta Pueblo has made us all aware -
fire season is fast approaching. Please take note of our
Fire staff precautions.

That reminds me — we have a new employee
in the Sandia Mountainair Zone — Mr. Ruben Carillo.
Ruben is a highly experienced fire fighter and program
leader who has been leading efforts for prescribed
burns in the Gila Forest in Luna and Quemado for
many years. Ruben, his wife and son will be moving
up to Mountainair to take over the post as Zone Flre
Management Officer for the Sandia/Mountainair Zone.
Please join me in welcoming Ruben and his family to
the area.

i have been meeting with many groups and
individuals all over the area as part of Forest Supervisor
Jeanine Derby's Forest Plan Revision process. I have
heard many ideas, concerns and general comments
about how Cibola National Forest and the Sandia and
Marizanita Mountains should be managed. I thank you
allfr  aring time with me and 1look %omard to keep-
ing the dialogue going. Here are a few thoughts from
your Ranger and some updates on issues.

AMERICA’S OPEN SPACES

One thought I must emphasize - our National
Forests are a gift we cannot take for granted. In the
East, under the Weeks Law of 1911, most all National
Forest was purchased. You can bet they take their
national forests seriously and know the value of those
open sgacd Even though all the land was acquired or
taken from some group or another in the past, the fact
remains we all have the gift of these spaces to enjoy for
as many generations as our leaders have the foresight
to keep them available. In the West, we have a public
domain history that in the more recent past was part of
the heritage of many indigenous cultures. The struggles
over range, water, access, minerals and the Iike are
fresher in our minds. In the southwest, we have a
uniiggnkﬂstory involving the King of Spain, who grant-
ed distinguished families and groups of settlers, Spanish
land granis in addition to the Indian Pueblos. Many of
these land grants to communities of settlers did not fit
easily into the English concept of land ownership.
The King of Spaln did not always have good maps to
avoid overlap with other grants made. The Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo tried to provide for all these Spanish
land grants, but it was an imperfect process, resulting
in a lot of land tuming into public domain throutih
various land exchanges. Some of it now known as the
National Forests. )

In our southwestern society, the National
Forests tepresent a rich diverse legacy of intertwining
heritage. In effect, they belong to all of us - they hold
our pueblo sacred places, our common land, and our
relief from growing urban areas. They are America’s
open space gift to itself. Yet, 1 see deep divisions in our
society that want — not for the common good — but for
their own singular interests. They are working toward
partitioning the Forest into lands for use by one group
or another, erod}ilnaﬁ the whole for the benefit of special
interests. The challenge is to keep the Forest available
for individual need and for all people at some time or
another to enjoy. This is one of the paramount reasons
why we need everyone to join us in looking for solu-
tions to manage the Forest for all interests. Some will
have to give in a little, others a bit more, but int the end
we all have gained.# " treasure of our diverse heritage
for all generations t.. .. follow. Without your participa-
tion in this vision, the concept of our National Forests
as “America’s Open Space Gift” may be in peril.

With The

New Mexico

Zoological Society -

September 22 - October 4, 1997
$3,895 Per Person, from Phoenix.
Escorted by Tom Silva,
" Curator of Mammals at the Rio Grande Zoo

Call now for itineraries.

The New Mexico Zoological Society

(505) 764-6280

SINGLE SPECIES or COMMUNITIES
WITHIN ECOSYSTEMS

Our Endangered Species Act is under attack.
Some push for a single species to the exclusion of oth-
ers and some to the exclusion of human communites.
Today 1 learned the Supreme Court will finally give
voice to all sides in the debate. Yet, is this true? Have
we really heard from the chorus of voices that make up
the whole community of interests? It seems to me we
have yet to hear Aldo Leopold's wisdom when he said
we cannot understand the land until we understand the
interconnectedness of its parts - the ecosystem. The
Endangered Species Act was a thumb in the leaky dam
~ holding the line so we might gain sight of Leopold’s
vision - thinking in whole systems, considering
the community of life and the interrelationships of the
ecosystem where Homo sapiens are one of the species.
Just some food for thought.

FEE DEMONSTRATION PROJECT - NEXT PHASE

Let me highlight a few major points. Flrst, the
fee area will enlarge to include all sites for developed
parking along the Sandia Crest National Scenic Byway
(NM 536) and Las Huertas Cantyon.(NM 165}. No
new parking areas will be in this Phase in Las Huertas
until a final settlement is made on the lawsuit, only the
Las Huertas Picnic Ground and Sandia Cave parkin
lots are to be included. As you may recall we are’sti
awaiting results from our contractors about the ethno-
graphic significance of the area.

A new parkingea_rea along the Crest Highway
at 10K Trail Head will be under construction this sum-
mer. You need to thank your County Commissioners,
Bernalillo County Roads Department and the Middle
Rio Grande Council of Goverminents for their support of
this Interstate Transportation Enhancement Activities
(ISTEA) funded project. Reconstruction at the Crest
Observation Site is also scheduled to start early this
summer. Plan for some delays in driving to the Crest,
but it will remain open for the summer. Sulphur Picnic
Ground will reopen this season along with Cienega and
Doc Long. These areas will provide some of the premier
accessible recreation settings for all ages and disabilities
in Albuquerque area. Truly a world.~'2ss opportunity.

The fees stay with the lov  anit, so you'll see
more forest rangers; naturalists; better, cleaner toilets;
more educational exhibits; and better service hours.
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The Fat Lady Sings at Recycle Saturday, May 3rd!

By Claire Wilcox ~ SHHA Community Services, Chair

The last few months our recycling tryck has .

been less and less filled, due mostly to competition from
the Smith Store on Tramway, which has set up a 24
hour facility in their parking lot for almost every type of
recyclable. 1t's a combined effort between Reynolds
Aluminum, the city of Albuquerque and Smith, with the
city recycling the glass, plastics, paper, etc., and
Reynolds handling the aluminum. to Smith’s and
Reynolds’ corporaie office confirmed their plans to keep
the recydling facility open indefinitely. With this news
and a good feeling that the recycling effort has extend-
ed to others besides ourselves, The SHHA Recycling
Committee is planning to discontinue the monthly recy-
cling effort for Sandia Heights. May 3rd will be the
final Recycle Saturday. Many, many thanks to all
that have helped out over the years.

February Volunteers:

Cub Scouts:

Robie Pachak

Andrew Vasquez

Steven Vasquez

Phillip walck .

. Diane & Fernando Vasquez,

leaders

Sam Bensonhaver

Dave Wilcox

March Volunteers: -

Fran Luftschein

Mary Benzel

Vignia -

John Thomas

April Volunteers:
Amy & Robin Criel
John Simmons
Jean Ottmer

Dave Wilcox
Melanie Christman

| 4 _ T
@W HERE ARE SOME RECYCLING
LOCATIONS AND PHONE
- NUMBERS TO. KEEP HANDY:

Smith (24 hours)
Tramway & Montgomery {East paiking lot)
Everything: glass, paper, plastic, aluminum

" Bernalillo County Environmental Health
Household solid waste: paints, chemicals,
chlorine, fertilizer, pesticides, etc.

(They have a series of Commuiity Clean
.Up Days: Spring & Fall) - 924-3551

Roadrunner Paper
1239-C Bellamah Ave. NW
Paper Only: (No magazines, cereal or shoe
boxes; no metal staples or address labels)
7am - 4pm M-F - 764-9832

. ou
Universal Recycling, Inc.
1829 Commercial NE
Any type of plastic: (They make “Plasphalt”

used in road construction)

ABQ Solid Waste Hot Line - 761-810(

A . 4

New Mexico Predicted to Be the

2nd Fastest Growing State

 Growth is something residents of New Mexico
have started to expect, since we have been the twelfth-
fastest growing state recently. But things are changing
fast, The US Census says New Mexico will be the sec-
ond-fastest growing state over the next thirty years.

The growth we have experienced hasn't nec-
essarily brought the benefits traditionally expected from
new economic development and population. In fact, the
state has dropped from 40th to 47th in per capita
income. Meanwhile our infrastructure backlog - that is,
maintenance and improvements needed on roads and
other capital improvements ~ has grown to $5.3 billion
{over $3,000 per residentt), with only about $1.25 bil-
lion in identified revenues to pay for it.

Growth can bring _imiponant benefits, such as
jobs and improved quality of life for coming genera-
tions. But as New Mexico is learning, unmanaged

. growth has exactly the opposite effect. It hits taxpayers
and local Lﬁovcmmcnt very hard, according to a recent
study by the state Division of Local Government.

And unmanaged growth also changes our
communities and cultures. Neighborhoods and villages
empty out while the suburbs grow. People rely more
and more on cars, at great personal expense and incon-
venience. The urban centers experience higher and
higher vacancies. Personal and public investments in
existing areas are made worthless while new ones are

 fexquired in fast-growing fiinge areas.

A recent study (only 11 pages!) co-sponsored
by the Bank of America in California shows that exist-
ing growth pattemns are inefficient, expensive, and
damaging to our cornmunities, cultures and'people. The
report, called “Beyond Sprawl” shows that it is good for
almost everyone — businesses, governiments, and indi-
viduals - 1o be careful about where major development
occurs. In-fact, the report says that not managing
growth is a decision in itself, and one that causes big
problems for everyday citizens and taxpayers.

Our organization, 1000 Friends of New
Mexico, has a mission: trying to get useful

growth management policies adopted all over
New Mexico. By conducting the right kind of growth
management we can make public expenditures more
efficient; protect existing private investment (in homes,
businesses, and commeicial properties); prevent the
instability that changes communities almost ovérnight;
and strengthen the state’s economy over the long term.

We welcome new members (call 848-8232 for
more info) and any opportunity to meet with any kind
of organization interested in growth issues — whether
opposed to managing growth or not. Right now we are
in the midst of a major membership drive to match a
challenge grant expected fiom a large New Mexico
foundation, so new members’ contributions will go
twice as far a they ordinatily would.

As the organization’s executive director, I
would be happy to speak with you anytime about local
or state growth issues. Please feel free to give me a callt

Ned Far
Executive Director
1000 FRIENDS OF NEW MEXICO
823 Gold Ave. SW
Albuquerque NM 87102

: (505) 848-8232

nm1000@roadruniner.corn




THE GRIT

AWAKE-UP CALL!

" After reading the asticle in a recent edition of
The Grit, “The ARC and the Covenants,” are you sleep-
ing soundly under the roof of your Sandia Heights
home, secure in the belief that SHHA's Architectural
Review Committee (ARC) protects you from construc-
tion that would intrude upon your mountain or city
views and would not be harmonious in your neighbor-
hood? T know 1 once did, until Twas rudely awakened
1ast September by the sound of earthmovers at 649
Cougar Loop, the lot next to my home. As neither my
immediate neighbors nor I had been notified about
the proposed construction it was indeed a very jolting
wake-up call. Especially when we discovered (only
through our diligent efforts to get straight-forward
information from the ARC) of the construction’s size
(huge and high) and style (say, unusual) and plans
for a very large detached building.

Since then we have learned, a shocking
and disappointing step along the way, that we ate not

. protected by our covenants as interpreted by the ARC.

In this case, the builder was given approval by the
ARC after an arbitrator ruled that our covenants are
“ambiguous,”and (stranger still) on the advice given
to him that “no docuiments were presented which were
statements by any nearby neighbor that they were
against the approval being granted.” The reason for
the lack of protest? The homeowners whose property .
values are most negatively affected were excluded by
the ARC from the arbitration process. In fact, the
cover s for this unit are not ambiguous about
consu uction that hinders views or that is not in
harmony with adjacent structures. It is all there in
plain English.

Are you aware that the ARC has stated it is riot
requi  to include a review of proposed building plans

by Iiee.. 5y neighbors? And no matter how many or how

strongly neighbors disapprove of the construction, the
decision of the ARC is final and binding? Did you know
that even if the unit you live in shares a common
border with another unit, there are some legal efforts
in the making trying to declare that you may have no
legal grounds to protest construction ptans {even if
they are on the edge of your backyard) because the
building site is not in your unit? And in an attempt -
to further weaken our right to protest, there is the
notion that Sandia Heights does not exist as a unified
neighborhood area but rather is a quilt of small units
governed by conflicting coverants. With no overall
direction from the SHHA Board of Directors and with
no interest in the opinion of affected property owners,
the ARC can pick and choose covenants to enforce or
to ignore.

T hope this brief note has alerted you to the
reality of how vulnerable we are to the decisions made

§ Please direct any articles, comments or correspondence
A to The Grit Editor, 1124 Marigold NE

by the ARC. Please contact Anne Yegge, President of

SHHA, to réquest (demand?) that the SHHA Board of

"+ Directors hold a well publicized meeting+in the very

near future, with us, the homeowners, to discuss the
‘procedures we must take to revise the ARCs procedures
in order to safeguard our property rights and maintain
our lovely Sandiz Heights neighborhoods.

Carol Cassell, 720-14 Tramway kn.

'BS. For more details about the situation described
above and the legal action we have been forced to take,

call Walter and Lois Strohm, 856-7433. We would espe-

cially apprecxale heanng from anyone living in units 6
and 7.

Response by SHHA President Anne Yegge:

The Architectural Review Commiltee (ARC) .
reviewed plans for a home to be budlt at 649
Cougar Loop. Residents at Chamisa Parkwith .
properties facing the west were notified of the con-
struction. The.consiruction was to take place on the
east side. Afier the lot was cleared, ARC held two sep-
arate neighbor reviews for Chamisa Park Residents

* (including those facing the east side) and interested
- residents who were near the property. There was no
" attempt to exclude any inderested SHHA member -

from the process.

Before construction started all residents bad
an opportunity fo comment and review the plans.
1t should be noted that no residents atiended the
original neighbor review of the plans and therefore
the ARC had no prg? ‘y owner conments to consid-
er. However, in the opanion of the Commitsee, the
roof dmgn for 649 Cougar Loop was not considered
1o be in. harmony.with the surroundings and the

- plans were refected, ™e owners threatened suit

and the SHHA Boat: J Directors agreed o an
arbifration of the issue in lieu of protracted and
expenstve litigation.

The arbitrator’s decision was in favor of the
property owner, indicating he had reviewed written
documentation from the owner in support of the
roof design from nearby homeowners. The decision
itself, however, was based on legal interpretation of
the covenants; no neighbors were included or
excluded from the arbitration process. The arbitra-
ton was belween the SHHA, which approves or
disapproves plans through ils ARC, and the ouners
of 649 Cougar Loop.

The plans for 649 Cougar Loop mduded a sepa-
rate studio building. The owners did not at the time

- seek ARC approval to build the studio. After the home

construction commenced, certain bomeowners at
Chamisa Park sued SHHA and the property owners
alleging that the studio violates the covenanis. The

A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF j .

SHHA response to the suit states: “Although not legally
required lo, this defendant is agreeable fo providing
notice 1o the plaimtiffs so they can provide their input,
and the Architectural Review Committee can give
whatever, if any, weight it deems appropriate.”’

There is no legal requirement nor any require- .
ment in the covenants that neighboring homeowners
be given notice of, or an opportunily to comment on,
construction plans. This effort by the SHHA s @ service
provided to its members. There are no plans to discon-
tinue this effort. SHHA has always tried to notify mem-
bers of the Association who are near the proposed con-
struction and no distinction has ever been made on
which Unit the members reside in. ~~ ’

SANDIA HEIGHTS I8 GOING
TO THE DOGs! -

Dogs; and their ownlers, are seriously degradmg
the wonderful quality of life we have here in Sandia -
Heights. The roads are covered with dog droppings. No
effort is made to control where the dog relieves itself.

- Droppings are left in driveways, in front of mail boxes,

even in the middle of the road. (Just the thing for track- .

ing the stuff on tires into the garage.) It should be only

a common courtesy that the dog be led to a grassy spot,

well off the side of the road. I suspect that suggesting

owners clean up after the dog would be asking too much.
Dogs are routinely left outside for long periods

‘ (like ail day) regardless of the time or weather. I suppose

it is none of my business whether the dog is properly
taken care of. But it becories the community’s business
when the dog is one that barks at everything, nothing,
and all the time. :
At great personal nsk, I believe it: proper tocall *
these “nuisance” dogs. The barking has no utility as a -
burglar alarm since it is continual. e four home-
owners near me who have dogs, three of those owners
have such nuisance dogs. When 1 asked one, at 7AM, to
please keep her dog quiet, I was told to “get a life.” This
owner keeps the dog outside most of the day tethered in’
the backyard. That would seem o}, moutilityfor
stopping a burglar. I believe that, uniess a dog is uncori-
fortable outside, a dog can be trained to bark only when
the dog senses some stranger is reasonably close to the
dog’s home. If a dog cannot be so trained, or really is

. uncomfortable outside, I think 4 considerate homeowner

should bring the dog in.

(In case you were wondering about the fouth
dog near my home, when he barks I know a strangeris
near his property and therefore mine. That’s a useful dog

."and a considerate ownert) Well, I fee! a little better for

having gotten this off my chest by writing. If you print
this and if any dog owners are moved to be more consid-
erate of their neighbors by curbing their pets and/or
bringing them in when they bark for lengthy periods,
Twill be very appreciative — and pleasantly surpnsed‘

Thank you.
James E Sauvage
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CAREGIVER

HOUSECLEANER

$10 PER HR.

Highly recommended by Sandia

Heights residents ¢ References

CALL 299-8373

Leave a message

821-2158
or 856-9057

Lity Ml
[EN VY
Allstuerque, M 81960

E’OLA™

ludependent st

Call 856-1362 {or an ad rate sheet!

o Musiea Studio
Nancy S. Eckert

Piano Instructor

(505) 856-0963

1823 Tramway Terrace Loop N.E. * Alb. N.M. 87122

SELwiLLIS
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MERCEDES BBMZ - PORSCHE o

AUBl

DERVECH ° REPAIR » PARTS

435 WYCRANG BLYD. RE  ALJUGUEROVE, kA 87123  (T05) 258-8338

MORE EMERGY
 BMPROVED HEALTH &
£ BETTER IMMUNE SYSTEM

Are you tired of being tired? Sick of getting sick?
if you are ready for OFTIMUM HEALTH,
both physically and mentally,
call Brenda at 856-091S for information
about the world’s most nutrient rich superfood.
hittps/fwvew.healthsclutions.com/SBGA/

#101560

Jobn J. Teahan, M.D.

Board Certified Ophthalmologist

(505) 842-1844

Providing Comprehensive Medical and Surgical Eye Care

&

t

NEW MERICS
E¥E CTLINGT

Presbyterian Medical Plaza
1100 Lead Avenue, SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106

(505) 296-3188
(505) 296-5552

Stnsfiine
Phuribing
Efpring, Joa Sentangelo
Ritles OWNER

!

257 Juan Tabo, N.E.
Albuguerque, New Mexico 87123

License No. 10020
VISA and MasterCharge accepled

[

i e

d

| Sancia Helg shisors!
| Great fomily fun and popcom fo boot!
%\;\ SPONSORED BY SANDIA HEIGHTS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION j

can yell and soeamyy

Vi oL

To get your tickets, 7l out this form and send it with your $8
ard a self-addressed, stamped erwelope to:
308 Bighor Ridge NE, Abg., Nij 87122

Cimire Wilcon,

7

These non-comimercial ads
are printed at no charge to
members of the SHHA and
run for one issue uniess
a longer run is requested.

Send. info to the editor; caif
856-1868 or fax 856-1792.

JAMIE HARRIS — Reliable, experienced and responsible
20 year-old. Home for the summer.Seeks house-sitting job.
Available mid-May through mid-August. Has own trans-

" portation. For more information calf the Haris residence

at 856-6940

CARPCOL TO SANTA FE. Meets daily at the Circle K.
Call Duane / Pat 856-7443.

VACATIONING? | will care for plants, pets, yard, newspa-
per and mail, etc., while you are gone. Call Amelia
Kohier. Age 14. Experienced. 856-1363.

NEED A SANDIA HEIGHTS BABYSITTER? Call Lesley
Libo at 856-7309. She is 13 years old. Responsible, refi-
able and resourceful.

MOTHER'S HELPER for children 10 months through 4
years. Erin Swinney, 9 years old. $1.00 per hour for each
child. Very resporsible. References available. 857-0727.

ZABYSITTING for 2 year-olds & up. Catie johns, 12 years
old, 7th grader. Received Babysitting Certification from
Campfire Girls and is certified in Child & Infant CPR.
$1.50 per hour for 1 child. Reliable and lots of fun for
children. 856-0563.

KATHRYN SHAW, babysitter, pet sitter and other odd
jobs. Age 16. Call 857-9236. -

RESPOMNSIBLE LiSEWNHOWER MIDDLE SCHOOL
SFUDBNT available for babysitting on weekends. Please
call Vanessa at 856-3355.

60PREOCDOEROOOOOH B D
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BAC Inc. Real Esate Brokenge

11104 Bolcat Bhd. NE, Mbuguerque, 1k 67122

BILL ARTMAN

MILLION DOLLAR CLUB ~ Sandia Heights Resident

Providing exceptional s

m
=

“The Golden Rule is a pretty good philosophy.”




