Interested in a
hummingbird garden

of your own? THE

'~ FREE
Workshop

March 25th  SANDIA HEIGHTS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION  SPRING ~ 2000
‘See article on page 10!

President’s Message

"1t's Not Them ..." - Control have concems, and the plans-are There are all sorts of restrictions placed on-us
. not approved. A law suit is started against — building codes for construction safety and
g o the SHHA and at least one neighbor is claim-  quality, drainage easements for the flow of
This is a bit of an editorial ing that the covenants are being too strictl rain water, zoning to limit density and com-
with my own view of things.  enforced. Another unhappy neighbathood. mercial use. One of the purposes of all of
There seems to be a lot of discord in Sandia _ these, as well as-covenants, is-to insure that
Heights these days. Perhaps it's just that In still another drea, plans for a new home each of us has the quiet enjoyment of living
problems bubble to the top and are more are approved after modifications are made. ~ here, Few, if anyone, would say directly toa -
visible. Maybe not. Maybe we have devel- Most of the Architectural Control Committee  neighbor, “I don't care about you.” But it is
oped more friction among ourselves. felt that as manty changes as could be made  said figuratively more and more often.
) . were made. The neighbors directly affected
Consider some of the issues that have or by the new house, However, understandably A question for us all - is it the change or
still are affecting the SHHA. Some owners thought that the covenants were not being~lack of it, or is it the process? Is there a softer,
complain that their neighbors are storing enforced strictly enough. Still other owners better way to work for the common good?
boats or other recreational vehicles in wanted to re-stucco. After not getting At the February meeting of the Board of

violation of covenants. A few other owners  approval of their preferred color, the owners  Directors, it was heartening to see many
who are storing the boats or RVs are not determined that the covenants didn't apply to  more members of the Association than usual

happy when approached about this (read, them and proceeded with the re-stucco. attend. They got involved, and I'm glad they
take no action), and the Association furms to did. 1 invite everyone else to get involved as
legal counsel for help, In at least two cases,  Every year at the annual meefing, members  well. Send us your comments, suggestions
law suits are started to insure comph;mce. identify covenant enforcement as an impor- and, yes, criticisms of our processes and

The boat or RV owners, and their neighbors, - tant concem. Yet, there seems to be anger decisions, e-mailed or written is best, so they
are all not happy, now. over change. For example, a home being can be forwarded. Come 1o the board meet-

: built on what had been a vacant lot, creates  ings. They are open to all members. Finally,

An owner wan(s to remodel and expand havoc as neighbors’ views are compromised.  the Assodiation wil hold fts Annul Meeting
eir home and properly submits their plans Then there is anger at not being permiitted © i June, as always. Come and participate.

for approval. Neighbors and Architectural change — to remodel, to change colors, etc. '

1t's not them -- it's us.

Bernalillo County
Environmental
Health Survey on
Page 4... Check it out!

HELP WANTED

¢ | BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED

5 The Sandia Heights Homeowners Association
1 is seeking interested energetic members
who are willing to serve on the Board of Directors.
Various openings exist and will be filled at the
June 2000 Annual Meeting.

The criteria for selection is that you are
acurrent member of the Assaciation,
in good standing, and want to keep Sandia Heights a f
: “unique place to live,”
Itis important that you do not have a “single agenda™
. of what needs to be done, but are dedicated to the
best interests of all the homeowners.

Ifyou are willing to volunteer your time
please forward a short bio and include your reasons
for wanting to serve to:

SHHA, P.0. Box 20021, .
Albuquerque, NM 87154-0021

T

iy,

Phato courtesy of Chuck Brink

Spring Season Greetings from the
Sandia Heights Homeowners Association!
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= is published quarterly. ..
as the official newslétter of the

SANDIA HEIGHTS By Debbie Miller SHHA Business
- HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION : Manager, Martha
PO Box 20027 ER Sutter, is leaving
Albuquerque, NM 87154-0021- - that position. She
. Phone:; 505.797.7793 ey : During the has graciously
T Rax 505-856.8844 L last quarter offered to stay on
= Web Page http //www nimia; com/shha a2 the Board has: ;

while we search
and transition.
* heard requests from residents )

OI' more access to SHHA is evaluating its needs and will con-

al'ea g trails and duct a search for support. Anyone knowing
open space someone with an interest is encouraged to
write, fax or e-mail the Association.

* appointed a nominating
committee to begin the
process of filling Board
positions that will become BOARD MEFTINGS ARE THE 2ND
vacant in June WEDNESDAY OF THEMONTH

o continued to follow covenant AT THE LT, SIBRAVA SHERIFF'S
violations SUBSTATION ON EUBANK & HOLLY

» prepared for Y2K possibilities ’/ mc" 8“'

» monitored various traffic and

safety issues including II. 12.“'
BaﬁaSch)s'nag cable upgrades N’H
7 [} tabler . . '
M*}?é vafg?fah‘ » hired a new "support contractor’ an“"'“

. GRITEDITOR » received the annual audit report

Cardlyntiindel | pecan revising the
Ca“ 505-856-1868 Fax 505 856 1792‘ : . N
e-mail; fhindel@aolcom' .. New Resident Guide

Writer The Grit, ¢/o- Hindel Tnc. .
1124 Marigold NE, ABQ), NM 87122

PRINTED BY I o

Intermountain Color
on recycled paper

w;@/f ”e'éffczné

: HARVESTING WATER: “WANT THE _
N N> How to Make the Ecosystem Work for You ., } GRIT ON SANDIA

i \% s

1842 Tramway Terrace Loop
797-2452

Wednesday, March 15th
7:30 PM

GUEST SPEAKER
_ Aspen Evans —Ssanta Fe Ga%n Center
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_County Of Bernalillo
Spring 2000 Report ’

COMMUNITY PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

In early spring of each general election year, County staff conducts
public meetings in each of the County Commission districts. Notice of
g these meetings is given to neighborhood and homeowners' associa-
tions, in community newsletters, public libraries and community centers and ads in local
newspapers. The purpose of these meetings is to identify priorities to be included in the
County bond proposals and inclusion in Six Year Capital Improvement Program — 2001-2006.
Unfortunately, participation from Sandia Heights has been minimal; consequently,
items of interest to you may not have been included in bond issues or the CIP. A second
result is the difficulty of obtaining state funds. The legislature gives first priority to those

projects identified in the local governments Capital Improvement Program.
If you are unable to attend the CIP meeting in District IV; please let your board
members know what is needed and desired in Sandia Heights. Too often needs are identified

far too late for us to be effective in obtaining the necessary funding.

IMPORTANT MEETING

2000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND PROGRAM
o and
2001-2006 SIX YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

MARGH 23,2000

7:00 PM

LT. SIBRAVA COMMAND CENTER
10401 HOLLY NE

PROPOSED UNIFICATION OF BERNALILLO COUNTY

By an extraordinary majority in both Houses, the New Mexico State Legislature in the
1999 session passed legislation placing a New Mexico State Constitutional Amendment on
the statewide ballot for November 2000. It asks the voters o allow Bernalillo County and the
municipalities therein the opportunity to explore the possibility of unifying govemments.

The process outlined by the State Legislature is this:

» November 2000: The whole state votes on an amendment to the New Mexico
State Constitution.

* By January 2001: A Bernalillo County charter commission shall be appointed. This
commiission will propose a new charter for an “wban” or “home rule” county govermment.
The rationale behind this step is that it will bring Bernalillo County governments up to home
rule status, putting city and county governments on similar operating bases.

¢ By January 2002: All eligible Bernalillo County voters will have the opportunity to
vote on the proposed charter.

s By January 2003: An eleven-member charter comnmission shall be appointed. This

commission shall propose the form and organization of a single urban government for
Bemalillo County.

s By January 2004: The proposed single government charter will be submitted to the
qualified voters of Bernalillo County.
. The constitutional amendment which will go before the voters in November 2000 is
simply asking for the privilege of self-determination. After passage, the charter commissions
_will have extensive out-reach to the public. The will of the people must be addressed in the
proposed charters. The charters will be put before the public for a vote. Hopeflly, the charters
will address how a unified government could more adequately serve outlying areas such as
"Sandia Heights. There are portions of Bemalillo County that are still rural and they should be
respected and protected. This can be accomplished through fair representation of rural areas,
equitable allocation of resources and wise planning in the formation of the unified govern-
ment. It is not too early for us to begin studying the constitutional amendment so we can
make our voices heard in November 2000. Our destiny is in the balance.
The new millennium brought some interesting challenges for me. My fellow
Commissioners elected me Chair of the Commission. 1 am the first woman elected to this

position in more than a quarter of a century... and the very first from District IV. I am humbled
and honored.

I am sitting at my desk writing to you and taking advantage of the wonderful view
from my office. After many months of no moisture, today the
mountains are snow covered and the air is so clean and clear. Once
again I remember how blessed we are.

Until next time. ..

Barbara ]. Seward

Bernalillo County Commissioner ~ District 4

Regardiess of race, creed, color,
or when you were born...
Come Join Us Sunday morning!

You don’t have to stop thinking when
.you walk into our church.

Our pastor is known for his intelligent

and thought-provoking sermons.

Sandia Presbyterian Church
Worship Services: 8:10am, 10:30am
Sunday Schogl, all ages; 9:00am
Nursery available all services

Very active youth, aduit,
and singles program.
Counseling service available .
to the community.

Rev. Dewey Johnson, Pastor
10704 Paseo Del Norte NE, Alb., NM 87122
(just east of Eubank), 856-5040

NICE PEOPLE
CLEANING FOR
NICE PEOPLE!

The Main)s
992-8344

8:30-5:00 M-F
WWW.MAIDS.COM
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By Susan Carlow — SHHA Covenant Support Committee, Chair

The thirty-seven units that comprise Sandia Heights Community have thirty-seven different sets of
covenants, however, one section exists with the same wording for all units.”These covenants are to run with
the land and shall be binding on all parties and all persons claiming under them until the year 2000
A.D., at which time said covenants shall be automatically extended for successive periods of
ten years, unless the then record owners of a three-quarters mag'loﬁty of the residential lots in ~ EESECECIEEEIE"
said Sandia Heights South agree to change said covenants in whole or in part.” The 2000
The year 2000 is the year to take action, especially if you are dissatisfied with sections of your e year
covenants that appear imprecise or lax, or if it is the case, restrictive! The SHHA Board, the Covenant Support  igthe year to take
Committee and Atchitectural Control Committee can only be as effective in protecting and preserving special features in ionif
our community as they are clearly and precisely articulated in the Covenants. action it you are
For five years, the Covenant Support Commiittee had a moratorium on enforcing the section of the covenants dissatisfied with
that addressed motor homes, RVs, boats and campers, while the issue was deliberated in the courts. Many of you were
aware that during the years of prolonged legal deliberation, the number of RVs, boats and campers dramatically covenants that
increased in our community. After Judge Woody Smith ruled in 1999, that the covenants were unambiguous regarding appear imprecise
the prohibition of the storage of motor homes, RVs, boats and campers on property in Sandia Heights, the Covenant . .
Support Committee was able to move with renewed force, and to strongly request compliance. The positive response of lax or restrictive.
residents who have noted the recent decrease of recreation vehicles, boats and campers in Sandia Heights has been
encouraging to the SHHA Board, and to the Covenant Support Committee. , N ———
At the June 1998 SHHA Annual Meeting, the Association's legal counsel David Campbell spoke about the process of chang-
ing a set of covenants in Sandia Heights. The Administrative Office has copies of his guidelines for those residents who are
interested in changing their unit's covenants. Generally, 75% of the property owners in that unit must agree to the suggested
" change; if the property is jointly owned, both owners must sign. Each lot counts as one vote. Recently, Unit 24 successfully
changed one section of their covenants, proving that anything is possible for those who take action!

BERNALILLO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT
600 Second Street, NW, Albuguerque, NM 87102

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SURVEY

In order for our department to best address your environmental health concerns, please fill out this
survey and return as soon as possible. Your participation is greatly appreciated.

Tom Duker ’

Bernalillo Couhty Envircrmmental Health Department

600 Second Street, NW, Suite 500

Albuquerque; -NM 87102

If it 1s more comvenient, you may fax your completed survey to 924-3684. You may also contact Tom at
9243667 or e-mail-at.tduker@mercury.bernco.gov

1. Are you a Bemalillo Coamnty resident? YES _ NO. If YES, please indicate the area of the comty

in vwhich you live. (North Valley, South Valley, East Mountains, etc.)

2. What are your concerns about the environment that relate to the health of county residents?

3. Are there issues that are of particular interest to you? If so, which cnes? Are there any you would like

to learn about in greater detail?

4 In addition to public meetings, what is the best way for you to access/receive information that affects
you and your family?




THE SANDIA HEIGHTS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

SPRING~ 2000

a_

ROUNDHOUSE REPORT

Legislative Session 2000

Greetings, ﬁomkséntafe:

Although you will be reading this after our session’is over,
here are some insights about the comings and goings:during;the
session‘now in progress. Unfortunately, there has been more than
the usual partisan bickering. 1 look (or at least hope
subside:somewhat and a great deal of work between.
beaccomplished: = . - .

Obviously the biggest issue is the.budget, as.that.is
constitutionally what we are to spend most of our time working oi:
The big débate:is whether the House; who has always prepared the
first draft of the budget, will prevail. Or whether the Senate; under
the leadership of Manny Aragon, will get its will. More spending is
in the Senate budget, where the House has niore economic
development incentives built in. Neither seems.to want to:go with
an income tax reduction that most of you want: v B

Other issues undergoing a great deal of débate and work are

also fiscal in nature: How best to-spend some $56 million in-ourfrst -
tobacco setflement payménts. The:general plan-is to-save 60%:for

future needs, in a permanent fund. But where to spend the first
vear's $19 million installment? The Democrats want to spend it on
a myrad of projects, with only $10 million being spent on tobacco
cessation, prevention and research programs. The rest would be
_spent on other social programs. The Republican plan calls for $5
million for prevention and cessation, $7.5 to UNM Health Sciences
and Lovelace Respiratory Research Cenier for new cancer and
breathing research. The rest could be saved for next year when
more money will be needed for research, prevention and cessation.

Economic development tax credit and job creation bills
are getting a great deal of bipartisan attention. A statewide
felecommunications infrastructure bill that 1 am sponsoring should

. get most of rural New Mexico the products they need: tobring-thent
new job opportunities. And provide them with telemedicine
capabilities with UNM’s Hospital.

There are currently eight different property tax bills being
considered. It’s too early to tell how they will fall out. The drug issue
has really taken backstage during most of this session, where it
belongs. Gaming is an “also ran” as well. A bipartisan mental health
arity bill will be introduced very soon and should go all the way.
There have been five veto overrides in the Senate, but the
Use has resisted the three attempts brought to the floor so far.
ok for more override attempts, including new taxes on cigarettes
d a new (and expensive) retirement plan for legislators. Hopefully
beth should fail in thesHouse: . .

' On a final'note; the thirty.day session is filled with more

tension than during the 60 day event. But with that said, there
- seems to bera very legitimate bipartisan- effort by the rank and file
~legislators.”T am-sponsoring five bills that-have democrats as co-
:sponsors, Likewise, T.am co-spansor otvsix of their bills. That is one
way to take the partisanship out of the work. We'll see if it works in
“the-final 17 days leftin this session. :

My Santa Fe phone nurhber is 985-4470.
And my e-mail: is  FAAMrob@aol.com.
I should be home after February:17th. The phone
there is 856-6881. Keep in touch.

e e e e e A e Ak T ek ke gk ek ke

Robert Burpo
State Representative /District 23

. BGsiness: 883-0083 = ‘Home: 856-6881
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This is GIzMmo,
an American
short hair,
who lives with the

King family of
Sandia Heights.
He spent his youth

. 'nt th BMC ROOF MAINTENANCE
jumping into the -
baby carriage of BMC
daughter Allison ROOF MAINTENANCE
or 2 wild
and crazy ride. * PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE
No one could tell L REST TORATION * REPAIR
* E Ci 'RACTS
hiamb:: w::‘T’t * COMPLETE REPLACEMENT
y @oil. FREE INSPECTION
if you have a 897-3766
favorite pet photo,

send it to The Grit
and share the joy!

o ?erfect Pet Pix ‘5‘}

FAX 897-6868

LICENSED AND BONDED
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By Melanie Christman - Committees Chair

SHHA 6th Annual WineTasting

All residents are invited to the popular SHHA 6th Annual Wine
Tasting. It will be held on March 18th at Futures for Children,
9600 Tennyson NE from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. Fill out the reservation
form on the Crit cover and send it in by March 14th.

Don't forget

..... DT T TR TT PR PR to br,ng
one of your

Pet Own ers favorite

hors d’oeuvres

Take and a recipe

for The Grit!

Precauti()ns See you there.

We want to remind pet owners of the dangers that exist here in Sandia Heights.

L

ekt

It is not uncommon to see coyotes and bobeats in the area. Your precious pets can becorne This year’s SHHA W'"“*’“'"é is once again at

a meal for these animals... it's natures way. There have also been more sightings of
mountain lions in our area. Your pets should be kept on your premises, not wandering the
neighborhood. Walkers and joggers should also be prepated for a possible encounter with our wildiife.

While we're on the subject of gel;s, please be a responsible pet owner and abide by the county
ordinance requiring that you pick up after your pet. Keep Sandia Heights a community for all to enjoy.

................................... sresere

“Vandalized Mailboxes

It has been brought to the attention of the Homeowners Association that there has been an
increase of vandalism to mailboxes in Sandia Heights. Although SHHA is not a law enforcement
agency, we can alert residents to be aware of suspicious vehicles. If you see vandals, call the Security
Patrol or Sheriff's Department. Co -

Cagitol Improvements
rojects Meeting

Bemalillo County will be holding a meeting for residents requests for Capitol Improvements in
Sandia Heights. Our county commissioner, Barbara Seward along with other representatives from
Public Worlks, Public Safety, Community Services and Capitol Imgrovements will be in attendance. This
is your opportunity for input to our county. The meeting will
Sheriff substation on Holly Drive. (Paseo del Norte west to Eubank, north one block to Holly.)

City Envisions Tramway as
Express Corridor

SHHA acknowledges the concerns raised by residents related to an article that appeared in the
Albuguerque Joumal on January 4th entitled City Envisions Centers, Corridors. The article detailed the

city Planning Department’s proposal to create a web of job centers, shopping areas and community”

gathering points connected by streets with appropriate and adequate bus service. Under the proposal,
which could be adopted this summer, some streets would be designated as express corridors with limit-
ed access and higher speed traffic. Ttamway was listed as one of these. The poticy could become the

— e TATEWOTK fOT decisions about development and investment of public funds

over the next 20 years.

Under a new Resident concern centered around the city viewing Tramway as a belt-
roposal. some way that could eventually allow tmck traffic to bypass major urban areas.
prop s SHHA contacted County Commissioner Barbara Seward, who indicated her
streets wouild be ]a]wareness c;f t(?el pl;ns, anid téiat “elxpress cgn%'dor" trleferred to the type of
: us route schedule that could be implemented along these avenues {express
demgnatec% as buses running on half-hour intewz?ls)‘ Other hjgh%speed conidors listed in
CXPICss corridors the article inchided Unser, Rio Bravo, Second Street, Paseo del Norte,

with lirmited access Alameda and the interstates.

. “Enhanced transit corridors™ would have more public transportation,
and higher-speed  with buses running every 10-15 minutes (Monigomery, Lomas, Coors,

traffic, Gibson, Wyoming and Menaul). “Major transit corridors” would tun

through high-density, mixed-use developments and have buses mnning

i every 5 minutes (Central, Fourth Street, San Pedro from Uptown to Gibson).

City Councilor Hess Yntema intends to set up a study area, so the public

can weigh in on where centers and comidors should be, When finalized, the plan will be proposed as an

amendment 1o the Albuguerque/Bemalillo County Comprehensive Plan. Stay involved. If you would
like more information, call Director Bob McCabe at the city Planning Department.

e held on March 23, at 7 PM at the .

Futures For Children

Double Eagle
Hemerntary School

Fall Registration

for Parents of New Students

Thursday, March 23,
9:30AM

Registration packets can be
picked up at the school
office beginning April 3rd.

for Kindergartners
and New Students

Tuesday, April 11,
T0AM ~ 6PM -
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* SANDIA HEIGHTS SECU

_CALISJAN-DEC1999

Avan and other ftems were stolen
from a garage in the Willowbend
subdivision on 12/27/99 and
subsequently used during a police
shooting on 1/1/00. According to
the APD, a teen gang member was -
-} shot after pulling a handgun on an
officer who was was investigating
a call regarding a van that had
crashed into a wall on the West
Side. The officer found the driver
passed out with a beer between his
legs. When asked to take a sobriety
test, the teen pointed a gun at the
officer and was shot. An internal
police investigation of the incident
is.pending.

 Sandia Heights residents are urged
to take precautions to discourage
and combat vehicle theft: Lock your
cars, keep garage doors closed and
locked, and report any suspicious
persons/activity in your neighbor-
hoods to Security or the Sheriff's

RITY

New Security

i 7 |
Chief

Takes Helm

John R. Pickering has
succeeded Will Jackson
as the Sandia Heights
Services Manager effec-
tive November 5, 1999.
John has worked for the
Sandia Companies for
21 years, beginning with
the Utility Co., installing
water and sewer sys-
tems for the community.
During that four-year
tenure with Utility he
worked winters at the
Sandia Peak Ski area.

After returning to-
school, he transferred to
the Sandia Peak Tram

Co. John eamed a bachelor's degree at the UmverSL?/ of New
department. 0

Mexico and remained at the Tramway facility following
graduation until his appointment as Service Manager.

John is married to wife Barbara and has two children,
Whitney, age 14, and lan, age 11.

ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS!

There has been a rash of mailbox
vandalism in the community.

Motorcycle Nu:sance
CHire

SUtlity Company Assist.
Construction Sites. ..

“Vacant Hotses (For Sale,
‘Specials {Extra patrols/ob
Homeowners on-Vacatiol

TOTAL CALLS

I Report any suspicious persons or
vehigcles to Security at 856-6347.

Ahouse under construction on
Juniper Hill Road bumed down in
a late evening fire on January 4th.
Arson is suspected. Anyone with
info related to the fire should con-
tact the investigator, Dave Dionisi,
761-4225. A reward is also being
offered through Crime Stoppers.

N

2426 Washington NE -
T (2 blks. ‘S -of Menay
Lie. #21?50 '

Does Your Home
Still Fit Your Family?

If this is the year you
decide to remodel, learn

about REMODELING

We can make you
Jall in love

with your home
dall over again.

N
youie Gonma Leve Tie

n%%mm REMODELING:

Kifchens » Bathrooms « Home Additions

Does Your Batfitub Go Into Hiding
When Guests Come Qver?

REMODELING
ﬂﬁlgd/&y

7 .
is the answer
with Re-Bath

“We Put A New Bathtub
Over Your Old One™

Cnger

Vlsn Our Newly Remodeled 3000 sq ft. Showroom
S Wlth Complete K:tchensand Bathrooms. =

NO PAYMENTS.
NO INTEREST
FOR 6 MONTHS *

*ask for details

’gr‘égﬁﬁj‘ghngmadeeasv cnm"‘_z :

883-4040



THE GRIT

A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF

By Patricia Grossman
— SHHA Treasurer

1 have presented
the SHHA financial picture
by showing categories
of income and outflow for
the fiscal year ending
12/31/99. In addition, 1

‘have included the cash balance in our checkmg
account as of that date. With the help of the
Finance Committee, I am exploring ways of
establishing separate accounts to address the
intention of the Board to designate funds for
potential litigation and acquisition of property.
1 will report on the specifics once a decision is
made by the Board of Directors. Please contact
me with any ideas and suggestions.

SI1¢1Y

WELLS FARGO BANK
Total Cash/Bank Accounts:  $55,422.03
Uiabilities: .00

inflows Insurance: |
ACC contracts ; 2,240.00 Directors/Officers 1,518.00
Directory Ads 3,565.00 Liability 1,368.00
Dividend - 121.90 —_—
Grit Ads 4,815.00 Total Insurance - 2,886.00
Interest Earned 277.74 Internet 180.00
Membership Dues - 44,005.52 Leases:
T-shirts 50.00 Postage meter 221.36
Total Inflows 55,075.16 Total Leases _ 221.36
Office expenses:
Outflows Annual meeting 419.05
ACC expense 30.00 Board meeting 7.09
Bank Charges 50.69 Copies 1105.25
Directory expense: Letterhead 412.51
Label, sort, etc. 102.46 Postage 1,033.00
Labels 36.95 Supplies 596.89
Postage 550.00 Office expenses - Misc 347.91
Directory - Misc 3,589.60 —_—
) U Total Office expense 3,921.70
Total Directory exp 4,279.01 Other expenses:
Donations 200.00 Coffee—- New members 64.29
Equipment © 25488 Mileage-exec asst 591.24
Executive assistant 11,791.74 Signage repair 217.69
Fees: - . -
L & P Fees 3,661.55 Total Misc expenses 873.22
Sandia Heights Services  5,894.44 Plaques 64.22
State corporation 10.00 Refund:
' - Dues 5.00
Total Fees 9,565.99 Refund - Other 30.00
Gifts 22.79 _—
Grit expenses: . Total Refund 35.00
Label, sort, film 228.51 Storage - off site 88.00
Labels 110.84 Taxes 40.00
Postage 850.00 Telephone 1,271.32
Grit expenses - Misc 7,134.14 —_
- Total Outflows 44,099.41
Total Grit expenses 8,323.49 —_—
Overall Total 10,975.75

#1 Individual "

. Producing Agent
for.Coldwell Banker-
Parnegg Metro

- Your#l:
Entourage" Realtor-

#1 Producer in Sandia Heights

No One Sells More Real Estate In Sandia Heights than Max M. Sanchez, Jr.

ONCE AGAIN, Coldwell Banker

B Parnegg Metro is proud to announce:

IMAX M. SANCHEZ, JR.

has earned the following awards for his
outstanding performance during 1999:

#1 Individual Agent

Coldwell Banker Parnegg Metro’s Largest Producing Individual Agent for 1999

President’s Elite Award

Coldwell Banker’s Highest National Award for Number of Closed Sale Transactions in 1999




L THE SANDIA HEIGHTS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

SPRING ~ 2000

LETTERS TO THE SHHA

BOARD

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

This represents a new
section of the Grit aimed at
providing SHHA members an
opportunity to submit com-
ments and pose questions to

your Board. It is also planned to create a new section on the SHHA web page
where these comments and questions will be maintained for all to review.
There seems to be a series of questions that periodically resurface. Much of
this is attributable to new residents to the area who do not have the historical
knowledge of the SHHA, the Board and its standing committees, the
covenants for the various units within Sandia Heights and how these
covenants differ from unit to unit, etc.

While the new Resident's Handbook, the Grit Newspaper and our
website are aimed at keeping all Sandia Heights residents informed about the
SHHA and the various functions and activities of the SHHA Board, these are
all one-way communications - from the SHHA to the homeowners. There has
been no vehicle where homeowners and property owners could pose a formal
?uesuon to the Board and receive a formal answer, with both being published
or the benefit of all. This is the intent and purpose of this new section of Grit.

Questions and comments should be mailed to the SHHA Office. We
do not guarantee that all comments and questions will be published
in the Grit, but all will be responded to and posted on the website. We
asked that you keep your questions and comments to the point and that you
limit each to a single subject so that a concise answer can be frnished.

Please ma,fl all qdéstibhs to:

The following are two questions recently posed to the SHHA
President, Charles Pechewlys:

* Why do I have to  get approval of a re-stucco when 1 am
just using the same color that is already there?

A' The SHHA has established a pallet of colors for stucco that
satisfy the covenants. It is possible that an existing color does not satisfy your
covenants - it was re-stuccoed at some time in the past and is not a compliant
color. Now that you are ready to re-stuicco, why not make sure that your
home is in keeping with the covenants? Your neighbors will certainly appreci-
ate it.

+ Why do I have to comply with the covenants at all?
They are niot mentioned in my deed.

A: The covenants for each unit were recorded in the records of
Bernalillo County prior to homes being built in the unit. A property deed
typically says something like, “subject to reservations, restrictions and
easements of record...” So our deeds requife compliance with items on the

ublic records, such as the covenants, easements for udlities, and easements -
or drainage. Visit the SHHA web site to look up the covenants for your unit

SANDIA HEIGHTS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIO
P. 0. BOX 20021

©  ALBUQUERQUE, NM 8

':‘ »Xeriscape Systems
~ Installations & Repairs |
"« Designs Available

*Manual to Automatic

Conversions
*Commercial
*Residential

}

Spnnkler License #56457

<
b

ESTIMATES

For the Perfect
WEDDING INVITATION

Specialists In Custom Printing & Engraving
INVITATIONS * ANNOUNCEMENTS * STATIONERY
Call Today For A Personal Consultation

CORONADO CENTER * West End, Above Food Court » 830-2300




THE GRIT

A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF

By Dan Caudillo

AN INTRODUCTION TO
HUMMINGBIRDS

Hummingbirds are not
found everywhere in the world. Of
the seven continents, they are
found only in North and South
America. There are about 320
different hummingbird species in
the New World, ranging from the
cold Andean mountaintops at
elevations of 15,000 feet to the
hot deserts of the American
Southwest. Twenty-four species
have been reported in the United
States, and they are found in every
state except Hawaii.

We are blessed with 17 ver-
ified species- that visit New MexXico
and 2 species that nest here. Ten
hummingbird species are found in
the Albuquerque area alone. We
rank #2 in the United States for total number of species. Only Texas has
more with 19. .

INTERESTING FACTS

Although some birds can hover, hummers can do it for prolonged
periods of time. They also have the ability to fly straight up and down or
backwards and forward. Cruising speed ranges from 30 to 40 mph,
which is easily doubled if a strong tailwind is present. They can dive at
speeds reaching 60 mph.

‘A hummingbird's body has been modified to process large
amounts of sugar to feed its supercharged body engine. They consume
half their body weight in nectar and visit from 2000-5000 blossoms
daily. Hummers feed from dawn to dusk and are one of the few birds
that actively feed during a rainstorm.

HUMMINGBIRD REQUIREMENTS

Hummingbirds have three major requirements -
food, water and shelter. Insects and spiders provide
proteins for maintenance and growth -while nectar sup-
plies carbohydrates for their energy needs of flight and other motions.
Water is needed for drinking and bathing. Shelier (trees) provides protec-
tion from the elements and predators, and a home for nesting females.

A WORD ABOUT COLOR

Unlike color blind bees and insects, hummingbirds have the abili-
ty to see all colors. But they are especially attracted to red and orange
and can sée them from farther distances. Research shows that certain red
and orange flowers produce a higher sugar content than other blooms
and hummers will readily seck them out. They are born without any

.color preference, so the red/orange choice becomes a learned behavior as

they mature. Hummingbirds can be taught that other colored blooms can
yield a nectar as well.

HUMMINGBIRD FLOWERS

Flowers that attract hummingbirds form a partnership for the
benefit of both. The flowers produce a nectar food for the birds, while the
hummers transfer pollen to other plants. Cross-pollination produces
superior plant offspring. Hummingbird plants discourage insects because
the flowers lack fragrance, produce primarily red and orange blooms to
which insects are color blind; and lack the physical structures on their
flowers to enable insects to land.

Annuals like Snapdragons and Pansies are good for attracting hummingbirds.

Designing and Planting a Hummingbird Garden

Using natural plants hav
several distinct advantages ove
feeders. First, the natural nectar
of flowers are preferred ove
sugar solutions. Second, there i
no mixing, scrubbing or steriliz
ing of feeders. Third, there are n:
unwanted bees, wasps or ant
often associated with artificia
feeders. Fourth, hummingbin

_ attracting plants provide a beau
tiful landscape. But for man;
situations, using both plants an
feeders is a good compromise.

FEEDER PLACEMENT -
AND TIMING

It is important to set ou
feeders one week prior to th
arrival of hummingbirds and on
week after the last one departs
In Albuquerque, the first hummers arrive around April 2nd and the las
leaves October 5th. Several feeders placed outside is better than just one
This keeps bully hummers from monopolizing the entire food source
Place feeders in the shade, out of the wind and high enough to be out ¢
reach of leaping cats.

Adding four parts purified water to one part sugar is considered an idez
mixture for hummingbird feeders. Boil the solution for two minutes &
sterilize and retard fermentation and allow to cool. Make enough to fi
feeders several times and refrigerate the extra. It's best to change th
mixture every 2-4 days, more often in hotter weather. Between refills
clean the feeder thoroughly with a 10 to 1 solution of water to bleach o
clean with water and vinegar. Use a brush for any dried material and b
sure to rinse completely.

MIGRATION

Hummingbirds migrate twice a year in New MeXico. The north
ermn migration occurs in the spr‘mg as warm weather causes hummingbir
plants to begin blooming. The first plants to flower are located in th
warmer areas of southern North America. As blooming progresse
northward the birds follow. As fall approaches, cooler weather deplete
the nectar supply and the southern migration to Mexico or Centra
America begins.

MATING AND NESTING :

On the northern migration, males arrive several days before th
females. When a male finds a location with an ample nectar supply, h
defends it against all rival males. Hummingbirds live solitary lives unt
the females seek out males for breeding. Female broad-tailed hurhmer
prefer to nest in coniferous tress (pinyon, blue spruce, and ponderos.

" pine) while female black-chinned hummers favor large-leafed, deciduou

trees (sugar maple, mulberry and umbrella tree).

Nests are built from 6 to 30 feet above the ground. The hummer
select branches with second year growth to insure-stability but no
enough to support the weight of a predator. The nests are the size of hal
a walnut shell and is made of hair, feathers and plant materials. Spide
webbing binds everything together and gives the nest flexibility fo
growing chicks. Normally, the hen lays two small white eggs tha
measure 1/2 inch long. She incubates the eggs for average of 16 days
Hummingbird chicks are born blind, have immature bills and lack feath
ers. At first, the mother feeds her young regurgitated insects, then begin

b
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adding nectar to their diet. After 3
to 4 weeks of hatching, the chicks
take flight but the mother contin-
ues feeding her young for several
more weeks. It's common for the
female to build a second nest
even before the first brood
becomes fully independent.
Original nest sites are returned to
year after year by the mother or
her female offspring.

DESIGNING THE
HUMMINGBIRD GARDEN

As earlier stated, New
Mexico is one of the nation’s premiere hummingbird watching areas.
Here in Albuguerque we are blessed with favorable temperatures, a large
natural hummer population and a wealth of plants to attract them. A
‘hummingbird garden can be successfully designed for any size space —
whether it’s a small container garden, a courtyard or a half acre lot.
[ have confirmed 417-different hummingbird attracting plant species that
will grow in our area. Every plant counted has been inventoried at
nurseries here in town and in Santa Fe! They are found among seven
plant types: trees, shrubs, vines, cacti and semi-succulents, perennials,
bulbs, and annuals. An entire garden can be designed using exclusively
hummingbird attracting plant. Your home can becorne a mecca for these
delightful creatures. So many, in fact, that it will look like the Los
Angeles Airport during the holiday season!

THE LANDSCAPE PLAN

Developing a landscape plan is most prudent step you can take in
the entire process. The more time spent on planning your design, the
fewer mistakes during installation. And the best time to plan is
right now. since March and April are still too early for plant availability.

First, select the area where a hummingbird garden can be most:

appreciated, such as a front entry courtyard, outside the master bedroom
or next to a large window. Next, get a large sheet of grid paper (I found
it at Cooper Press). Draw in the boundaries of the yard and the adjacent
part of the house. (I use the scale of one square equals one square foot
of garden space.) Use a pencil so. mistakes can be erased. Design the
hardscape items first — a flagstone path, a table and chair set, boulders,
birdbath, and so on. Don't clutter the garden with too many items.

Make a list of the hummingbird attracting plants that you know and like
(maybe autumn sage, trumpet vine, penstemons), then ask a
knowledgeable friend or neighbor for their favorites. Visit a nursery and
check labels for plants that attract hummers or ask for a catalog (Plants
of the Southwest and Bernardo Beach have good ones) or any literature
they have. Some books on hummingbirds will provide a list of plants,
but they may not grow or be available in New Mexico. List 20 to 30

plants and separate them by-type, noting specifics on each such as size,
bloom time and color.

Place the plants on the grid plan starting with the tallest which
are usually put in the background behind smaller species, Don’t overuse
trees. They can make a large area seem small in no time, Next add vines
and shrubs to the design. Vines on a trellis or. arbor look especially nice.
Last, smaller plants like perennials, bulbs and annuals make excellent
fillers between the larger plants and work well in containers. Determine
whether you will be using an irrigation system or not.

Now review the plan and ask yourself the following questions.
Have I included the hardscape items I wanted without using too many?
Do 1 have a good selection of different plant types? When the garden
matures will it be too crowded? Will there be blooms occurring through-
out the growing season? Are there a varety of bloom colors? Have 1
supplied the three primary hummingbird needs?

SPRING ~ 2000 n

Above, Foltery patches of
alluring color.

Front to back, Coral Bells, Red
Yucca, Cherry Sage and Butterfly
Bush line an entry drive.

Above left,.
Wisteria blooms
in early spring
and c);tcphes
the eye of the
newly arriving
hummer.

Above right,
a Bird of
Paradise tree
over Pinleaf
Penstemon.

Bearded Iris
and Petunia
can fill a
fountain or
birdbath with
an inviting
waterfall

of color.

If the answers are yes, your well-designed plan
is ready to install. i

th

INSTALLING THE GARDEN

Mid to late spring is an excellent time to
im;f)lement your plan. Temperatures are mild enough
to

ind a nice selection of plants at the nurseries, but -

not too hot to stress the new plantings. Installation
follows the same order as the designing — hardscape
items are placed first. Plant taller species before the
shrubs and vines, then add perennials, bulbs and
annuals. Most plants do-best with a half and half
soil to planting mix ratio. Be sure to have a basin
around plants to insure a deep soaking. The first
year, keep plants moist. The following year reduce
the frequency of water and fertilize normally. £

~ ANNOUNCEMENT! "'HUMMINGBIRD SEMINAR

Interested in having a hummingbird garden of your own?
FREE, one day workshop — includes lecture, study materials, door prizes
A lunch will be provided

March 25th

10 am -2 pm
Attendance by reservation only
(class limited to 25 people)

Call Dan or Jacque’ Caudillo for information
856-6617
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Summary: Proposed County Wastewater Ordinance

Introduction
The existing Bernalillo
County Code regarding
wastewater has been
found to be inadequate
in many areas and does
not address other identi-
fied problems in order
to protect individual's
health and to keep the
oundwater from becoming contaminated. In the
ollowing paragraphs, the major differences
between the present code and the proposed new
code are explained. i

Prescriptive vs. Performance-Based

The present County Code focuses on
preventin[% sewage from inadequate or failed septic
systems from surfacing. And thereby preventing
the exposure of humans to this sewage.
To accomplish this, the present code relies on a
prescriptive approach. That is, it requires 1) that
four (4) feet of soil be provided between the
bottorn of the drainfield and the groundwater or
bedrock, 2) that the sewage not surface on the
ground, and 3) that a septic tank be used. If the
system can meet these three requirements. -
regardless of how well or how pootly it treats the
wastewater - a permit may be issued.

The proposed new code is a performance-
based ordinance. This means that, in addition to
preventing surfacing sewage, the wastewater
treatment systems must treat wastewater to a spe-
cific quality. The main emphasis of the proposed
new ordinance is to require better treatment of
wastewater in those areas most sensitive to
groundwater contamination. The proposed new
ordinance does not specify how this will be done,
but gives the public the latitude of installing the
system that best meets their needs, while still pro-
tecting the groundwater.

In designing wastewater treatment sys-
tems, the level of treatment required is based on
the vulnerability of the groundwater. The easier it
is for wastewater to reach the groundwater, the
more the wastewater needs to be treated.

Product Approval

Under the existing County Code, alterna-
tive wastewater treatment products are not
evaluated to determine how well they treat
wastewater. Each is considered to be equivalent to
a septic tank. Therefore, there are no allowances
granted for providing better treatment.

Under the proposed new code, a waste-
water treatment product will be evaluated prior to

#030992.

the product being sold in Bernalillo County.
During this review process the level of treatment
provided by the product will be determined.

Maintenance Requirements and

Operator Permits

Under the existing County Code there is no
management plan outlining how a wastewater
system should be installed, operated and main-
tained. Once the Bemalillo County Environmental
Health Department has performed a final inspec-
tion, the system is not re-inspected to verify that
the system continues to operate properly. The
system is re-inspected only when a complaint is
received.

With the proposed new code, the owner of
the system would be shown how to propetly oper-
ate the wastewater system. With each change in

‘property ownership, the new owner would be

shown how to properly operate the system. A
maintenance contractor would periodically inspect,
clean and repair the wastewater system and, after
each inspection, would submit a report to the
owner and to the Bemalillo County Environmental
Health Department. The Environmental Health
Department scientists would then review the
reports and randomly spot check the maintenance
contractors by inspecting some of the wastewater
systems themselves.

Sewer Connection

The present County Code requires that any
developed property within 200 feet of a sewer line
be connected to the sewer line. However, it does
not specify how soon the property must be
connected to the sewer line-after it is in place.
It also does not take into account that there may
be reasons why it is not possible to connect the
property to the sewer line.

The proposed new ordinance requires that
developed property be connected to the sewer line
within one (1) year of the sewer line becoming
available and, in any case, before the property can
be sold. 1t also takes into account that an ease-
ment may be needed prior to connection.

Existing Lots

Under the present code, new wastewater
systems, or existing systems that are modified or
replaced, must come into compliance with the
most cutrent code.

The proposed new code adds that all sys-
terns must come into compliance with the most
current code no later than january'1, 2015.

. ROOFING THE RIGHT WAY

10 ,Yéa‘ts Guarantee EZ Mq'nfhly Payments -

Community Wastewater Systems

Under the present code, the County does
not have jurisdiction over wastewater systems
larger than 2,000 gallons per day. (The equivalent
amount of wastewater from 4 or more homes.)
These systems are currently regulated only by the
State of New Mexico Environment Department's
Groundwater Bureau.

Under the proposed new code, Bernalillo
Courity would also regulate these systems.

Requirement of an Engineer’s Stamp

“Under the present County Code, whether a
professional engineer is needed to design a waste-
water system depends on the type of wastewater
system used. A professional engineer’s stamp has
been required for some single-family residences.

Under the proposed new code, a profes-
sional engineer’s stamp would not be required. for
wastewater systems serving a single-family
residence. A professional engineer may be
requested if the wastewater system will treat
commercial wastewater, and a professional
engineer would be required for all systems treating
over 2,000 gallons per day.

Certification

Under the existing code, site evaluators
and maintenance contractors are not required to
have any specific training. Installers must have the
appropriate State issued plumbing license.

The proposed riew code provides for the
establishment of a certification program within one
(1) year of the adoption of this ordinance. During
this year a training program will be established to
train site evaluators on how to properly perform a
site characterization; train system evaluators on
how to propetly determine if a wastewater system
is working; train installers on how to install the -
more advanced wastewater systems; and to train
maintenance contractors how to properly inspect
and repair the wastewater systems. Those who
receive this training and pass the examinations
will be granted certification.

based ordinance: This means that, in
addition to preventing surfacing sewage, the
wastewater treatment systems must treat waste-
water (o a specific quality. The main emphasis of
the proposed new ordinance is to require better
treatment of wastewater in those areas most
sensitive to groundwater contamination. The
proposed new ordinance does not specify how this
will be done, but gives the public the latimde of
installing the system that best meets their needs,
while still protecting the groundwater. ‘

'IN‘S‘URANACE CLAIMIS »: CERTIFICATIONS &,lNSPECTlONS ¢ INSURED. & BONDED: :

» Pitched Roofs - L
i Shingle; Tite-& Shake

oot Repair.

3 Flat Roofs
New Construction

““Nobody Does It Bé

“Siope’ Roofs to Drain®
= e Roof Insutation

. Sin_gle Ply',sys;cer'}l
* Wood Shake- Treatme
> & SKYLIGHTS:

« DOWNSPGUTS & GUTTERS &

stter” "Over 50 Year:s“l':_‘)%beriéh.ce
"RIGHTWAY ROOFING:

FREE ESTIMATE 247-3400- 1620 First St. NW, ALBQ; NM 87102



' THE SANDIA HEIGHTS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION ) SPRING ~ 2000

lamburger is Harmful
to Our Roadrunners

Roadrunners and their babies will be healthier if you do
" not feed them.

Hamburger is fiill of fat and even the lean variety has very little
value. The calciumy/phosphorus ratio is not in balance. It is extremely
high in phosphorus, about 1:15. The ratio should be a balance of 2:1,
with calcium higher.

Adult roadrunners eat a variety of whole foods like insects,
lizards, snakes, small rodents, small adult birds, and yes even baby birds.
From 65% to 85% of the baby birds each season do not survive to
adulthood. Reason? They are food for other critters.

THE PROBLEM - By feeding a steady diet of hamburger to the
adult roadrunners, their babies develop rickets. Rickets is a deficiency
condition that results in adequate deposition of calcium in developing
cartilage and newly formed bone, causing abnormalities in shape and -
structure of bones. When adult roadrunners are accustomed to
hamburger balls, they will go right down the “block” getting freebies to
take back to their babies. It's a steady source of food, easer to get than Roadrunner moms feeding their young raw hamburger on our patios is a
the wild diet. Because their antics are enjoyable to watch, many residents wonderful sight but a dangerous replacement of their natural diet.
have plenty of hamburger ready to feed them. But please don't.

There are other ways to attract these marvelous birds:

» Having water available at all times will help to keep them coming
around. In summer, put the water in the shade so it won't get too hot.

» Rernember that the roadrunner is an excellent source for rodent and
insect control. By not feeding them inappropriate food, you will find
fewer unwanted critters invading your domain. ] ]

Remember, when baby roadrunnets are brought in for help, their By George Hight - SHHA New Development, Chair
bones can be so weak and deformed from bad diets that they cannot
walk or fly and must be euthanized.

Be part of the solution. Enjoy them when they do come around No report submitted.
but don't encourage them with hamburger. You will feel better knowing i
you are not part of the problem. ) Committee Members:
From an article by The Wild Bird Center Melanie Christman, John Keller, Barbara Rosnagle,
Mary Westpfahl

YOUR NEW SANDIA HEIGHTS BANK
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Development at Cedar Hill

and Tramway in Planning

By Chariotte Norwood — Sandia Heights Resident

The last parcel of land in our area along Tramway Boulevard is about to be devel-
oped. The lovely 3.7266-acre tract at the corner of Cedar Hill and Tramway will be
the subject of a hearing before the Extraterritorial Land Use Commission (ELUC) on
March 1st, during which a petition by Countryside Properties to construct nineteen Tesi-
dences on this land will be considered (Case SC5 990012 Cedar Hills). )

Homeowners in the area have mounted a campaign to instead have this plot
acquired by the county and established as a parkland for the use of all residents. We are
comfortable with the need for such a park. With the exception of Little Cloud park at the
corner of San Bemardino and Tramway (one mile o the southy, Sandia Heights has no
established recreational area. An unofficial count recently determined that there are at least
1100 homes that would be served by such a facility. The county standard calls for approxi-
mately two acres per thousand residents with a zero to one-mile service radius. With the
Tramway bike and walking trail on its west border, it is obvious this park would also serve
as a convenient stopping place for users of that popular attraction.

It has been ascertained that the owner of the subject property would be willing to -

sell and he has provided an asking price. Bemalillo County officials have indicated their
agreement that the comer of Cedar Hill and Tramway Boulevard is a logical place for a park
and they are in favor of one at this site. State Senator William S. Davis has written in a
letter to several area residents that he hias filed a Capital Outlay Request for $100,000 for
Jand acquisition for this project. It is unclear whether or not this request will be funded.

Thus the problem, as always, is funding. Homeowriers are currently investigating
the possibility of assistance from the Bemalillo County Capital Improvements Program.
A meeting will be held at the Sheriff's substation at Eubank and Holly on
March 23rd, at 7 pm, for the purpose of placing requests for area _projects.
Representatives will be present to make the case for a park facility at Cedar Hill and
Tramway. Should this effort fail, another consideration may be a bond issue which would
be voted on by the public. But time is & concern. Representatives will attend the ELUC
hearing to request that the case be deferred, since concems the residents have had in the
past regarding the development planned at this site have not as yet been satisfied.

Sandia Black Bear Update

-2 Mo In 1999 the Sandia and Manzano mountains had lots of sum-
ae C//) mer rains. But we had essentially no snow in the winter of 1998,
ré\ .. which resulted in a near-zero acom crop for the fall of 9. Acoms are
%) ¥ 5 the main source of food for bears in the fall. Acoms fatten bears up

and sustain then through the winter months while they are in a semi-
hibernation state in their dens. They come down to the lower eleva-

D, L tions because of low food supplies due to drought conditions. La Nina.
& \JCJ is expected to stay with us and could mean continued bad conditions
AN for our bear this year.

HUNT DATA: Bearwaich called NM Game & Fish to ascertain
available data on 1999 bear harvest results. It appears that about 220-240 bears were
killed in the last hunt. Only 48 were females, a very low 22%, compared with historical
ratios (around 40%). On the plus side, this is below the 250 maximum to ensure a sta-
ble bear population. On the minus side, after many years of high harvests, it could signal
a drop in the NM bear population. Data will be examined.

Mailbox Vandalism increases

By John Pickering — Sandia Heights Services Manager

Recently there has been a rash of mailbox vandalism in the community. We at the
Security office are aware of the problem and are employing several tactics to catch the
petpetvators. The Sheriff's office has promised additional patrols in the most affected areas
and we have instituted a “triple watch” in those areas where the pattern of vandalism
appears to be concentrated. Additionally, we have posted an unmarked vehicle to watch
these areas on Friday and Saturday nights, which is when the vast majority of the occur-
renices are taking place.

The best way to combat this type of activity, however, is with community involve-
ment. We encourage all of you to take an active part in helping the Sherifl’s department and
Sandia Heights Security Service by reporting suspicious persons or vehicles to our office at

856-6347. We ask your help in our continuing efforts to keep this a safe and pleasant
community in which to ive. ’

New Sungly
Owners Sensitive to
~ Our Covenants

Welcome to our new neighbors, David and
Milessa Gonzales, new- owners of the Subway on San
Rafael and Tramway! David is a 1987 graduate of
Eldorado High School and his wife, Milessa, is a graduate
of Del Norte High School. David grew up in Sandia
Heights, where his mother is still a resident.

David and Milessa, bought the Subway store in
January and are eager to be good neighbors. David's first
gesture of nejghborliness was to install a trash receptacie
outside the restaurant, an issue that had been requested of
the previous owner by the Covenant Committee and
residents for years, David is also aware of continuing
coneerns about the store’s bright yellow awning,
and plans to change it to a more discrete Subway sign in
the near future. Do stop in and welcome David and
Milessa to our community!

,

David Gonzales and his wife are new owners of the
Subway sandwich shop on Tramway and San Rafael.
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Grit Editor Awarded for
Community Service

By Melanie Christman — Community Services Committees Chair

At a recent Albuquerque Environmental Health Department banquet, Carolyn Hindel
was named recipient of the Fall 1999 Community Service Award. Dr. Rudy Bueno Jr., Ph.D.
cited her continuing efforts as editor of The Grit, to help get the department's environmental
message 1o the residents of Sandia Heights; especially the timely dissemination of information
regarding wildlife and pest activity in the foothills. Understanding the *nature” of the area and
how to deal with it is critical to the health and well being of both residents and wildlife.
The Department is grateful to Carolyn and SHHA for providing the link that will contribute to
that harmony in this very special neighborhood. .

Carolyn Hindel, Grit editor
at large, in greater Los Angeles.

Church or the Good Shepherd
Progressive, Open and Accepting

Jesus orten conpronTed siTuaTioNs of year
and intolerance. In response, he brought The
healig warers of love 1o The
arid desert of lipe.

We strive 1o rollow Him as sTewards of the

" whole of creation; parthpul 70 God, wirnesses

For Christ and led by The Holy Spixir.
Jom us wn our Farth Journey.

Sunday Worship; 830 AM, 10:30 AM
Childrens’ Logos Progracy; Wednesday 3:30
Choirs, Handkells, Retrears,

Yoga, Bible STudy & Moxe
&

Steve Halsted, Pastor
7834 Tennyson Street, NE, Albuguergue, NM
(505) 856-1004 (Next To Traamay)

SEARCHING FOR A COMPETENT, HONEST CONTRACTOR?

Phelps Contracting & Development
is a local homebuilder also specializing in remodels/additions. With over 25 years
of experience, our team is proud of it’s A+ customer satisfaction rating by the
Better Business Bureau. We strive to both enhance the beauty of your home and
increase its value. Let us help you live in the home you truly want to live in!

Members in good standing: Better Business Bureau ¢ Home Builders Association of NM

HELPS CONTRACTING & DEVELOPMENT

Richard C. Phelps, Owner » 12401 Oakland Ave. NE » Albuguerdgue, NM 87122

www.phelpscontracting.com ¢ GB-98/EE-98/MM-98 ® Lic. 055829 ¢ Bonded and Insured
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By Irene Middleton
SHHA Traffic & Safety Committee, Chair

As the new year begins we hope to get more accomplished in the neighbor-
hood. We get lots of promises, but not much action from the county on

issues that concemn us.

COMCAST CABLE intends to continue improvement of their cable and
replace some of their boxes. We hope that they will be more sympathetic to
the natural ambience of our Sandia Heights community. They have to move some boxes that
were placed previously to comply with County regulations concerning line of sight. We are told
that the areas to be affected this time are Cougar Loop and 1507-1510 Eagle Ridge Road. If you
have any questions concerning their planned activity, please call Ms. Karen Shore,

Communications Coordinator at 761-6241.

HOUSE NUMBERS still remain an important issue. We hope to be able to offer several vendors
from which to order them for your residence. T understand that years ago someone came around

offering a reflective sign to residents. Anyone recalling who that
was, please let me know at 821-6343. The signs are quite attrac-
tive and very functional.

Let’s Slow Down!

Two speeding vehicles and a pedestrian were involved in
another accident recently on Live Oak. Petitions and requests to
have speed bumps installed have been submitted, and thus far no
action has been taker.

The county and sheriff's department are the ultimate
authority, but we as residents must take more responsibility for our
reckless arid unsafe driving habits. To echo an officer of the sheriff's
department who was at the scene; “a number of people were very
Iucky here this evening,."Let's slow down!

{ Rt )

PLANT OF THE SEASON

Trumpet Vine (Campsis radlicans) is a deciduous vine with
a vigorous growth habit to 30 feet or more. Compound
leaves are composed of 7-11serrated leaflets. Large 3 inch,
orange tubular flowers occur in clusters of 6-12 blooms.

A heavy bloomer in mid-summer to early fall attracts hum-
mingbirds. In fact, Trumpet Vine is native to the eastern
United States and Texas. It is cold hardy to -30°F and can
be planted anywhere in New Mexico. Plant in full sun to
part shade.

Planting: Dig a hole twice the size of the root ball and
mix one part planting soil with one part native soil. Build a
berm with soil 18 inches around the base of the plant.

I
i

S e S

Fill the basin twice with water-to insure a deep soaking.
Trumpet Vine

Campsis radicans decrease the frequency of water but increase the amount of

water given. How often to water depends on many factors,
such as time of year planted, weather conditions, etc.
Trumpet Vine is borderline drought tolerant but performs best with regular water-
ings, especially during the blooming period. Deep soak established plants every
10-14 days during the growing season and monthly in winter. :

Recommended Use: Trumpet Vine, as with all vines, have a unique use in the
garden. They can be planted on slopes, trained on a trellis or arbor, and cascade
over walls. it.is one of the few vines with the ability to cling on block or stucco
walls. Occasionally, old stems need to be thinned out to control the growth.
This is an excellent plant for hummingbird gardens.

Related Species Campsis radicans “Flava” is a yellow blooming cultivar. The
popular vine, Mme. Galen Trumpet Vine (Campsis tagliabuana” Mme. Galen”)
is a hybrid cross between Trumpet Vine and Chinese Trumpet Creeper
(Campsis grandiflora). :

1f you have questions regarding this plant, call Dan Caudillo at 856-6617.

For the first two weeks keep the plant moist. As time passes, -

NEWN!

PHOTO TOUR,
ETC..

WWW.SANDIAHTS.COM

~ |
WINDOW
CLEANING

) Since 1980
“If it’s worth doing, it’s worth
doing RIGHT the first time.”

FREE ESTIMATES
o Great City-Wide References

o Residential & Commercial
¢ Bonded & Insured

Many of our customers say that we
are much neater and more careful
than other window cleaners.
Please give us a try

Call Steve Mumbower

292-6487 *

WATER STAIN REMOVAL
SPECIALIST
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Telecommunications
Towers Precedent set
by NAACA

By Bonnie Harley — President, NAACA

Last November, the North Albuquerque Acres Community
Association (NAACA) Board received notice from the County that
AT&T had applied for a Concealed Wireless Telecommunications Facility
permit at The Church of the Good Shepherd on Tennyson NE. AT&T
wanted 1o place a freestanding, 16 in diameter, 50 ft. “flag pole” struc-
ture and equipment enclosure on the church property.

After reviewing the application, the board decided to fille an
appeal to the Extraterritorial Land Use Commission (ELUC). There were
no variance signs posted because they were granted permission to place
their tower at this location via an “administrative decision” made by the
Befnalillo County Zoning, Building and Planning Director. After looking
into this matter, it was discovered that this procedure is okay if it is a
permissive use for that zoning. In this case, the property is zoned R-2
and a “Concealed Wireless Telecommunications Facility” is a permissive
use. If this tower were considered “not concealed” this would not have
been a permissive use in R-2 zoning and would have required a vari-
ance or the facility would not have been allowed.

NAACA did appeal the administratve decision based upon the
definition of “concealed.” The newly approved County Ordinance
#213, Bernalillo County Code. Appendix A, Regulations for
Telecommunications Towers, Antennas and Related Facilities, contains

the criteria for a “concealed” facility. It must be architecturally integrated -

with an existing building, it cannot be a dominant silhouette and it
must be located on an existing vertical infrastructure. NAACA felt that
this flag pole/tower did not meet any of the criteria for a “concealed”
facility. In fact, this type of structure would be considered a “Wireless
Telecommunications Tower,”- a freestanding pole which was not a
permissive use,

v This is significant to our entire neighborhood because these
poles of “facilities™ must be located every 2 to 2.5 miles. The two cell
phone companies entering the Albugquerque market and installing their
equipment are AT&T and US West. this was a test case under the new
Ordinance and would have set a precedent in our area. Based upon the
required spacing of these poles and the fact that two companies need to
locate within our area, we are due to have at least four of these
“facilities” within our boundaries.

The ELUC agreed with our position and unanimously denied
their permit application. Subsequently, AT&T has resubmitted a new
design showing that their eq;l}il)ﬁment will be located in the roof parapets
of the church. The parapets will be raised 6 fect and the equipment will

be completely enclosed. US West has applied for a permit to have a
facility at the same location. They are planning to locate their equip-
ment in the church bell tower, raising the tower by 5 feet — again
completely enclosed. No further challenge to these applications is
anticipated. Kudos to Sandia Heights Homeowners Association and
John Keller for their help with this issue.

Y2K Reflections

By Sandra Cline

1 am relieved and pleased that the y2k computer
glitch landed with a soft thud. The experience taught us
all a lot about preparedness. Emergency response teams
across the nation admit that their readiness has signifi-
cantly improved as a result of analyzing possible threats
posed by y2k issues. I toured the county EOC (911 cen-~
ter) on 12/31/99. The quiet “behavioral” aspects around
the city, and the wotld as a whole, on that special night
was reason enough to rejoice.

Given all of the information we had at our dis-
posal, 1 do not refgret the time/effort put into our community preparedness task
force. The idea of having reserves and being ready for emergencies is a sound

one, whether it be for a natural disaster, a job lay-off, or something else unfore-
seen.

As y2k loomed, our national government, for the first time ever, recom-
mended that all citizens prepare to be self-sufficient for several days. It gives me
a good feeling to know that had the pendulum swung the other way I, and other
SH residents, had the ability to help our neighbors through a crsis. Our efforts
could be compared to investing in an insurance policy.

The y2k issue has pulled our community together in many ways, not the
least of which is an emergency communications system that has been proven to
work. Also, we now have alternate power at our water source. We owe a huge
debt of gratitude to the multitude of men and women who spent countless hours
fixing problems associated with the date change. At the New Year's Eve party 1
attended, a toast was made t0 Scott Witschger and his team at PNM.

Those of you who stocked up for y2k have the added benefit of eating
your investment, but I'd like to offer an additional, altemative way to put any
excess stores to good use. 1 recently met some of the good folks at Roadrunner
Food Bank and they would appreciate a donation of any size. Almost 27,000
cubic feet of commercial freezer and cooler space allow the food bank to accept
and store all kinds of donated food. Peggy Miller was my charming tour guide of
Roadrunner's 32,000 sq. {t. warchouse and distribution center. (She also is a
Sandia Heights resident.) Peggy explained that more than 150,000 people seek
help from emergency feeding programs in New MeXico each year; most of those
encompass the elderly, children, and the working poor.

New Mexico ranks number one among the 50 states regarding need and
the hungry. Roadnunner Food Bank distributes nearly 4 million pounds of food
{20,000 pounds every working_daly;) to more than 225 agencies around the state.
These organizations Include chuitches, soup kitchens, shelters, the American Red
Cross and many others: Roadrunner acts as an umbrella to these agencies so that

* the food is there when it's time to serve each individual or family.

Even with all the hard work now taking place, only one third of the total
hunger needs in New Mexico are. met. Maybe the extra storage of y2k supplies
that many people still: have could be viewed as a Godsend, an opportunity to
improve those grim statistics. As well as food, Roadrunner welcomes paper
goods and unopenéd over-the-counter medications. Please consider a donation, If
you have no y2k excess.or have eaten it all, just put together an extra bag of
groceries (earmarked for Roadrurner) next time you shop.

The warehouse is to find: Take Gibson to Yale (as if you were head-
ed for the airport), go left off of Yale at the Waffle House restaurant, take the fork
in the road to the right and you'll soon se¢ Roadrunner on yotir left towards the
end of the street. You can call for updated operating hours at 247-2052. Peggy
Miller's line is extension 101.

God Bless all of you who decide to support Roadrunner Food Bank.
(Ongoing support, of course, is also needed.) Thanks also to all of you in Sandia
Heights who supported me in coordinating community emergency preparedness.
So many of you gave of yourselves in couritless ways ... you know who you
are! Ron and [ are so very grateful for the rich friendships we have made over
the past year. In that way, the y2k issue was a true gift. May each of you have
wonderful, grand adventures over this. next year and century!

)

/¥ S DANCE STUDICS,
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PRIVATE AND GROUP LESSONS
WITH A PARTNER OR WITHOUT

SWING ¢ MAMBO s TANGO ¢ SAMBA
WALTZ » FOX TROT e LATIN

% LESSONS FOR ONLY $17%
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By Patricia Aaron — Home Economist
Cooperative Extension Service, NM State University

Although the origin of comed beef goes back to
the 16th century, its traditional use in America on St.
Patrick’s Day is more recent. Thanks to a cartoon charac-
ter named Jiggs in the popular comic strip “Bringing Up
Father,” Americans adopted comed beef and cabbage as
the holiday's official dish. However, if you'd like to

celebrate the V2K holiday with a different dish, read on.
Cookery in the land of shamrocks and leprechauns is uncomplicated,
with wholesome and superb ingredients. A traditional supper from an Irish
larder includes “Meat and Three,” which on the Emerald Isle means more
than just meat and three vegetables. Mounds of fresh Irish Soda Bread and
side dishes using cruciferous vegetables like cabbage and Brussels sprouts and
root vegetables like carrots, turnips, parsnips, rutabagas and potatoes-are
common on Hish tables. The Trish rely heavily on the potato, because they

like it and it is an easily produced crop.

Tea, rather than coffee, is a popular drink. Folks enjoy a cup of strong
tea for breakfast, midday dinner, aftermoon tea and evening supper. The
standard strong drink is Irish coffee, a beverage invented at Shannon Airport,
Treland. Hot coffee served in a glass is liberally spiked with Irish whiskey and
topped with whipped cream.

Classic Irish Stew is made only with lean and tender lamb, onions and
potatoes. It is essential to use good meat to make a real Irish stew, as the meat
should take only as long to cook as do the sliced potatoes. If older meat is
used, partially cook beforehand. The potatoes at the bottom should dissolve,
absotb the meat juices and be creamy and just moist. The addition of carrots
or any other vegetables renders it a “stew” only.

So as those March winds blow, in honor of St. Patrick’s Day, prepare
supper for your special carwid - an lrish term of endearment for a loved one.

Before you know it you can have Irish Stew bubbling in the kitchen. How
lucky can one get? -

| After 26 years as a Sandia Heights Resident, and Realtor,
Believe Me... Nobody knows Sandia Heights better!

ASELLER'S DREAM

I know the market intimately and can effect a FAST CLOSING,
bringing you the HIGHEST POSSIBLE PRICE for your home.

IS THAT WHAT YOU HAD IN MIND?

A BUYER'S NECESSITY

I'm a full time professional, and highly sensitive to

YOUR LIVIRG REQUIREMENTS, PERSONAL PREFERENCES
and FINANCIAL NEEDS. IF YOU'D LIKE TO HEAR HOW I DO
IT, JUST CALL ME!

Most of You Know There is Littie that I Haven't Done in the Real
Estate Business... Let My Experience Enhance Your Next Sale or
Purchase. After all, I've Earned the Prestigious Title of-

PRUDENTIAL LEGEND
and I've Earned 1t...

For Your Next Real Estate Transaction,
Its PAT LENZER 269-7272
YOU CAN ALWAYS REACH ME!I

CALL ME... 'LL MAKE IT REAL FASY!

Office: 292-8900
E-mail: patstarl@flash.net

Preferred
Properties

® Prudential

Irish Stew

12 medium-size Irish potatoes, peeled

4 large onjons, sliced 1/2 in. thick

3 Ibs. lamb cubes

8 oz thick-sliced bacon, cut in 1/2 in. pieces
1 %) dried leaf of thyme

3 Tbs. minced fresh parsley

2 tsp. salt

1 tsp. pepper
3 tguppspl;cgef or lamb broth
1 bayleaf -

Preheat overt to 350°F. Slice half of potatoes; layer
in bottom of a deep 3-quart Dutch oven or casserole dish.
Layer half of orions over potatoes. Arrange lamb and
bacon over onions. Sprinkle with thyme, parsley, 1/2 tsp.
salt and 1/2 tsp. pepper. Cover with remaining onions.
Arrange remaining whole potatoes over onions. Pour over
broth. Sprinkle with remaining salt and pepper. Tuck bay
leaf into mixture. Bake covered 2-1/2 hours or until lamb
is very tender and bottom potatoes have cooked down to

make sauce. Discard bay leaf. Makes 6 servings.

By fim Wise
SHHA Architectural Control Committee, Chair

No report submitted.

Committee Members:

Don aunupu, L.A. Bannowsky, Weldon Johnsor
Angel Rivera, Bill Stabler, Jack Wolfe

llaadlme tnr arlicles
- Deadline for ads
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JOE McGEE’s PAINTING
554 18 years experience

ﬁ* o % ¥ P Y,

L & . licensed/bonded/insured %rdﬂé/e
Y interior/exterior/repairs QI’Q/I‘ ,
i FREE ESTIMATES s

Many Sandia Heights References

332-8173 (mabile) 263-9814

Thomas Smidt i1
ATTORNEY AT LAW

TAX, ESTATE & BUSINESS LAW, N.A,, LLC
4217 MONTGOMERY NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87109
(505) 830-2200 - FAX (505) 830-4400

Fuchantment Speech Laugnage
Pathology Services, LLC
SN
Victoria S. Smidt M.S., CCC-SLP
4217 Montgomery Blvd. NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109
(505) 830:28280 Fax -(505) *830-4400

CONSTRUCTION LOANS
Hicu DEserT STaTE BANK

MEMBER FDIC

Doveras R. Lurz
PRESIDENT

12700 San Rafael NE, Suite 2
Quail Run Center at Tramway
Albuquergue, NM 87122

{505) 821-9854 (505) 821-9855 fax

Millennium
Special!
Bizcards ~ Just $15
or $50 for the year!

DEL NORTE

SPORTS & WELLNESS

KeLLY BENNEWITZ
Personal Trainer
NSCA & ACE Certified

7120 Wyomming Bivd. NE * Albuquerque, NM 87109 * 505/857-0123 » Fax: 508/856-8541

SANDIA HEIGHTS RESIDENT

.

Sharon McCollum

*» Number 1 in Service & Sales since 1979

* Along list of satisfied sellers in our careers
** Serving Sandia Heights Sellers since 1980
* FREE Market Analysis. Call NOW!

% Offering our Sellers a Full-Service,

ASSIFIED AD
These non-commercial ads are

printed at no charge to members
of the SHHA and run for one issue.

Call 856-1868 or fax 856-1792.

MATH TUTOR: Specializing in ADVANCED ALGEBRA
and CALCULUS. Central Sandia Heights location. Very
reasonable rate. Call Galina Watts - 856-5954,

EXPERIENCED HOUSE, PET AND PLANT SITTER.
Please call Lisa Cole at 856-7402. References available
upon request.

IF YOU NEED A SITTER, CALL ME! Responsible
12-year-old. Completed the Red Cross Babysitting
Course. Good references. Lifelong resident of Sandia
Heights. Please call 856-7443.

SANDIA HTS. BABYSITTING OR HOUSESITTING!
Responsible, reliable and resourceful 16 yearold. Has
car. Call Lesley Libo at 856-7909.

SANDIA HEIGHTS BABYSITTING: Experienced,
responsible 14 year-old male, in boy scouts (ife rank),
loves kids. References available on request. Call Curtis

Weinstein at 821-7432.

LOOKING FOR A FUN, FULL-TIME BABYSITTER
who will play with your children? Graduate of a Red
Cross babysitting course. Experienced with infanis and

SHARON & JUDSON McCOLLUM

are dedicated to providing outstanding real estate
service to the most important person in the world...

«~YOU!

o

Comprehensive & Aggressive "Estate
Marketing Plan"

Sandia Heights!!

179 Big Horn Ridge NE
SOLD! $299,900 SOLD!

wndia Heights!!

1605 Quailwood Dr. NE
$269,900 . -

, Call Sharon & Judson McCollum
For Service & Results 25 Million Dollars in Sales!

140 Big Horn Ridge NE
SOLD! $529,900 SOLD!

* JudsonMcCollum

301 Juniper Hill NE
SOLD! $339,900 SOLD!

. Analysis L
- 858-8330 -

HTTP://www.AlbuquerqueHomes.Net
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John & Viola Miller

548 Black Bear Road NE
Albuquerque NM 87122
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